
  

 

 

IWF members are trailblazers, innovators, and influencers united to advance 

 women’s leadership and champion global gender equity. 

   

At IWF, we are committed to advancing women’s leadership globally and 

locally. We champion equality worldwide. 

 https://www.iwforum.org/about_us_overview  

 

    

 

 

President's Message:  

    

 

Happy New Year!!!! 
 

2023 is finally here….and 10 months 

from today (that’s only 304 days, but 

who’s counting?) you and I will all be 

downtown at the Renaissance 

Center welcoming hundreds of 

women from all over the globe to 

Detroit!   There is still much work to 

be done, but the excitement is 

building!   Our IWF Michigan focus 

this year will be on hosting the 

Global Conference October 4 – 6, 

2023, but we’ll start planning this 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=3ab27eafbe&e=fc49529d46
https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=bc07536ec0&e=fc49529d46


 

year for IWF Michigan post 

conference!     
 

 

Your Board of Directors will be holding a retreat on January 18 to start 

envisioning our chapter’s future following a wildly successful conference in 

October.   We’ve had input from new members about their vision for IWF 

Michigan and we’ll be holding listening sessions throughout the coming 

year.   The Board will be reviewing our By-Laws, discussing the potential for 

future fund raising, future programming and a legacy project as a result of the 

conference.   

 

Your thoughts and feedback are valued and welcomed.   We’ll provide you with 

a full report at our first in-person meeting of the year in March!  

  

Let the countdown begin! 

 

Carolyn  

 

 

 

December 7 Holiday Party Pics at Linda Schlesinger Wagner's magnificent 

home.  It was a warm and festive evening full of new and reacquainting 

friendships.  Middle C Entertainment kept the lively conversations going strong. 

Thank you, Linda, for hosting a beautiful event and the perfect ending for 2022!   

 

 

  



 

  

 

  

 

  



 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

2023 Upcoming Events  

 



 

 

• January 2023.  No member meeting. 

• February 1 @ 6pm  - Virtual Member meeting - Betty Chu is leading a 

panel discussion of the outcome and ramifications of the passing of 

Proposal 3.  The reproductive freedom for all proposal. 

• March 1 @ 6pm - All member in-person meeting - 2023 Networking and 

“Re-meet” each other event.  2023 Conference update 

• April – Florine Mark Saturday Spring Brunch  (date tbd) 

• May 3 @ 6pm – Virtual Member meeting - Detroit Education Equity 

Panel, led by Pam Reid  

• June – IWF Picnic (tent) 

• July & August – Dine Arounds 

 

 



  

 

 

Countdown to 2023 IWF Detroit Conference  

 

 

 

Faye Nelson and Mary Kramer, Conference Chairs, would like to introduce the 

hard-working 2023 IWF Detroit Conference Committee chairs and co-chairs.    

 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=e5852b6145&e=fc49529d46


  

 

 

News & Member Sharing:  

 

 



 

 

 

Winter Tale of a Snowflake 

Tribute to Patricia Hill Burnett 

 

At our December party, we reflected on our year and the exciting time ahead 

getting ready for the global conference.  One of the founding members of our 

Michigan IWF, Patricia Hill Burnett, was instrumental over a decade ago inviting 

our world membership to Detroit, writes Ruth Holmes.  

  

Patricia was so much more than a friend to so many of us here and overseas—

sister, suffragette, stateswoman, mother, mentor, gal-friend and goliath.  Wise 

beyond her near century, humble beyond words, and one of the most 

remarkable persons any of us could be fortunate enough to have met, Patricia 

was the friend we all would aspire to be.  Beyond her staggering beauty inside 

and out, she was world renowned as a painter, sculptor, speaker, activist, 

mother and so much more.  From the beginning she was a legend in the annals 

of the international women’s movement.  Her vibrant personality dimmed 

diamonds and her kindnesses polished pebbles wherever she found them. 

  



 

Patricia Hill Burnett, not only showed us how to live fearlessly and share 

without exhaustion, but also how to age graciously and leave the stage of life 

with dignity and a huge smile ready for the encore.   

  

A limited number of copies of her book, True Colors, are available by reaching 

out to Anne Doyle.  

 

 

 

 

Angelique Power has joined the board of two incredible organizations. One is 

Culture Source, a member association for over 170 non-profit arts and cultural 

organizations advancing cultural expression in Southeast Michigan. The other 

is Detroit Public Theatre, dedicated to creating bold, relevant world-class plays 

that illuminate our shared human experience.  

 

mailto:anne@annedoyleleadership.com?subject=Patricia%20Hill%20Burnett


 

 

Suzanne Shank was inducted into the Inaugural Bond Buyer Hall of Fame at 

an awards ceremony in Washington, DC in mid-November.  The Hall of Fame 

recognized and celebrates groundbreaking individuals who have left an 

indelible legacy on municipal finance.  Five living and two posthumas awardees 

were named.  

 

 

Congratulations to Mary Lynn 

Foster, Darienne Hudson, Patricia 

Mooradian, Linda Solomon and 

Helene Weir on being selected as 

one of Crain’s Notable Women in 

Non-Profits. This diverse group of 

women are leaders in service and 

their communities. They utilize their 

skills in leadership, finance, human 

resources, human service, 

fundraising, community development 

and more to champion their 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=859f9495ee&e=fc49529d46
https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=859f9495ee&e=fc49529d46


 

nonprofit’s mission and be fiscal 

stewards of donor funds.  
 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

On November 18, 2022, BasBlue Co-Founder Nancy Tellem. pictured far 

right, explains to Paul W. why she started the Detroit-based group which 

provides event space for women around Metro Detroit to gather and share 

ideas. She also thanks 760 WJR for the 2022 “Women Who Lead” honor.  To 

Listen to the broadcast, click here.   

 

 

Mary Culler, President of Ford Motor Company Fund, took part in delivering 

$20,000 in new musical instruments to students at Detroit's Academy of 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=b84a4c33dc&e=fc49529d46


 

Americas, a unique Spanish, Dual-Language Immersion program. The 

instruments deeply support this one of a kind school that teaches Spanish first, 

then English.  Mary's team brought in teen pop singing sensations, Mau Y 

Ricky to the delight of screaming, swooning 7th & 8th graders. 

  

Mary often says she has the best job in the world.   

 

 

 

Anne Mervenne was elected to the Board of Directors of the Private 

Director’s Association (PDA) – a national association which supports 

continuing education and support of private company governance.  Anne 

continues to serve on the Executive Committee of the local PDA chapter.  

 

This is a reminder that you might need to create a new password as IWF 

has revamped their website.  Please follow the directions below to access 

the numerous benefits.  

   

Member Portal -IWF Connect 
Activate your exclusive connection to the global IWF membership now 

  

IWF Connect Gives You Private Access To: IWF Connect     

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=9efb939e4f&e=fc49529d46


 

• Member Roster, lookup and connect with over 7,500 IWF members 

from 33 countries  

• Latest News, stay informed about the IWF community 

• Program Passport, review your itinerary of upcoming events locally & 

globally 

• Mentorship & Speaking Opportunities, share your experience with the 

next generation of women leaders 

• Thought Leadership Library, explore IWF virtual sessions, conference 

recordings, podcast episodes and blog posts   

• Resources, discover everything you need to support your experience at 

IWF 

 Login Instructions   

1. Click this link: https://www.connect-iwforum.org/s/login/?language=en_US 

2. Click “Reset or Create My Password”, located under the orange Log In 

button 

3. Insert your Username, which is the email address associated with your 

account + .iwf (for example email@email.com.iwf) 

4. You will receive an email with a link to setup your password. Click the 

link, insert your new password, and explore the member portal. 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 IWF Michigan Board of Directors 
 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=518061536f&e=fc49529d46
https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=04df300a64&e=fc49529d46
https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=a6a9a2e827&e=fc49529d46
mailto:email@email.com.iwf


  

 

Upcoming IWF Global Conferences: 

  

There are two global conferences each year with outstanding content and women leaders 

from all over the world in attendance. Each Fall IWF global members gather in North 

American (US or Canada), and each spring on another continent.   



 

 

We encourage all our members to attend a global conference. Because this year’s global 

conference is virtual, it is easier (and more cost-effective!) than ever to experience the 

richness of this Global Sisterhood you are now part of.  

• Helsinki, Finland - IWF Cornerstone Conference - June 14-16, 2023 

• Detroit, MI - World Leadership Conference - October 4-6, 2023 

• New York - 2024 World Leadership Conference – May 15-17, 2024 

• Seattle, Washington - 2025 IWF World Leadership Conference - May 21-23, 

2025 

 

 

 

Reminders: 

Newsletter items are due by the 15th of the month prior to publication.  Please 

keep submissions to no more than two short paragraphs. Email: 

pdalrick@comcast.net  
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