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IWF members are trailblazers, innovators and influencers united
to advance women’s leadership locally and globally.

Urgent Matters:

Tamara Kolton Dine Around Pic - lighting
Sabbath candles together.

Please add our monthly meetings to your calendar –
Generally the 1st Wednesday of the month.

Member Events:
October 2 (Wed.), 6:30 p.m. – Denise Starr has
arranged for Lashinda Stair, First Assistant Chief of
Police for the City of Detroit, to guide us on a
behind-the-scenes look at the operational
headquarters for the Green Light District. Location:
3rd Floor of the Detroit Public Safety Building, 1301
3rd Ave, Detroit. Light dinner included: Cost: $40.

Andiamo All Member Meeting August 21 Pics

November 6 (Wed.) 6-9 p.m. Linda Solomon
invites her IWF Sisters to join in the festivities for
the national launch of her new book, The Queen Next
Door: Aretha Franklin, an Intimate Portrait. The
Aretha celebration will include food and cocktails, live
music, a fashion show, holiday pop-ups and surprises
created by Aretha’s family. No charge for IWF members
who RSVP to Linda Solomon. 👠 Wear your dancing
shoes!

November 7 (Thur.): Cobo Hall. Michigan
Women’s Hall of Fame. IWF MI members Vern
Davis Anthony and Gilda Jacobs will be honored as
the contemporary inductees this year into the
Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame! Carolyn Cassin,
CEO of Michigan Women Forward that is hosting
the event, will arrange for IWF members to sit
together. Please indicate you are an IWF member
when registering: http://miwf.org/events1/michiganwomens-hall-fame-induction-ceremony/

December 4 (Wed.) Holiday Party – New member
Deborah Wahl, Chief Marketing Officer for
Cadillac, will be hosting us at her Bloomfield Hills
home. She needs co-hosts to help plan fun ways to
celebrate! Please contact Deborah: at 630.408.9891
or DLWAHL14@gmail.com.
Please remember: All Members are asked to help
co-host a monthly IWF-MI gathering (which
simply means planning the event details). If you
have not done so yet, please contact Kathleen
McCann or Joanne Faycurry, Co-chairs of the
Engagement Committee and let them know which
upcoming monthly meeting works best for you.
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President’s Message -

members helped host the IWF team at the beautiful
Whitney restaurant for a “get-to-know-each-other”
dinner.

Dear IWF-MI
Sisters/Friends,

The next morning, nearly a dozen of our members
took the time to attend the media event in the
beautiful Rivera Court at the DIA. You provided an
awesome audience for our announcement of the
conference theme and significance for Detroit.

Last week was an
historic and
defining moment
in the history of
our chapter, as we
hosted the IWF leadership team from Washington,
DC and publicly announced plans for the first-ever
IWF Global Leadership Conference to be held in
Detroit.
The theme for the conference will be, “The City
Ahead.” As IWF CEO Stephanie O’Keefe told the
news media, “Detroit is the perfect location to hold
a global conversation, through a female lens, about
the complex challenges cities all over the planet are
facing.”

Committee Co-Chairs carved out several hours in
their busy days to participate in planning
discussions with the IWF team, as well as to give
them a sense of the depth of experiences and
spectacular locations our iconic city has to offer.

We are now only 13 months away from stepping
onto the IWF global stage, and it is a thrill to feel
the energy and interest building in our chapter.

Thank you to everyone who participated in last
week’s three days of site visits, meetings and
multiple opportunities to build positive working
relationships
with the IWF
team that has
planned over 40
global
conferences on
six continents.

The highlight of our time with the IWF team was
our all-member dinner at Andiamo’s on the River,
where Tonya Allen, Rochelle Riley and Vivian
Pickard stirred up some healthy competition for
“Coolest Committee” honors!
We’re going to have a great time. If you haven’t
signed up for a committee yet, you don’t know what
you’re missing! Join us as we plan to wow over 600
women leaders from six continents, not to mention
make Detroit herstory.

They were
impressed, as
you will read in
Mary Kramer
and Faye
Nelson’s
detailed report
on the visit, with
the talent, the
ideas and the depth of preparation by our
Conference and Committee Co-Chairs.

Anne

It was great to have so many members able to be
part of last week’s events. Several of our Board
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We’re happy to report that Stephanie, her COO
Heath Nash and other members of the team were
“wowed” by the organization and work done so far!

October 2020 IWF World
Leadership Conference - Co-Chairs
Mary Kramer and Faye Nelson

Discussion Highlights include:
- Dine-Arounds: Joanne Start impressed the
IWF team with the plan she and co-chair
Saunteel Jenkins have created. Thirty+ dining
sites have already been confirmed for Thursday
night, Oct. 8, 2020. More to come!

Dear IWF-MI Members/Friends:
Call it a big success! So many IWF members played
a role in a successful, multi-day site visit with IWF
CEO Stephanie O’Keefe and her IWF team the
week of August 19 to officially kick off our planning
for the Global conference in Detroit, October 7-9,
2020.

First, hats off to the Communications/Marketing
committee for pulling off an amazing press
conference at the Detroit institute of Arts. Media
segments ran on Channel 4, Fox 2, WJR and more to
come. Thanks to Marla Drutz, Christina LovioGeorge, Rochelle Riley and Linda Solomon.
Through these media events and exposure, we
communicated the excitement of having 600-800
women from around the globe in Detroit in October
2020.

-

Behind the Scenes: Vivian Pickard did a great
job in presenting some of the committee’s ideas.
We need to have a curated list ready by early
2020. Vivian is looking for more committee
members to help vet the ideas coming in.

-

Budget/Fundraising: Budget will drive what
we can and cannot do (including at our Opening
Reception), and that’s tied to Fundraising. We
have set a chapter goal of raising $500,000
toward the conference, double the minimum
required by IWF National. Sandy Pierce and
Denise Ilitch, fundraising co-chairs, will do a
deep dive with the National team in late August
and start prioritizing our “asks” to be made yet
this calendar year.
- Programming: Michigan IWF may make
recommendations, but the program decisions
will be made by IWF National – in part because
they know what is coming ahead and after in
conference programming.

We’ll keep you updated as plans move along, but
key are two things:

The three-day visit included a stop at The Henry
Ford, site of the Opening Reception/Dinner in
October 2020.

1. As many IWF Michigan members as possible
should be planning to attend Toronto in
November (it’s close to selling out) and London
next spring. You have to really experience one
of these conferences to understand how best to
make the Detroit conference a success.
2. We still need some volunteers for committees.
Please review the list, especially Behind the
Scenes, on the IWF Michigan web site.
https://www.iwfmichigan.org/2020conference.htm
Mary Kramer and Faye Nelson
mkramer@crain.com
fnelson611@gmail.com

2020 Conference Committees:

Thank you, Patricia Mooradian!

•

Stephanie’s team also met with many of the key cochairs over lunch to go over critical planning items.
And thanks to the IWF members who participated in
the dinner with the IWF team at Andiamo’s Ren-Cen
to cap the visit.

•
•
•
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Behind the Scenes, co-chairs Ellen Hill and
Vivian Pickard
Communications/Marketing, co-chairs Marla
Drutz, Linda Solomon & Rochelle Riley
Dine-Around co-chairs Joanne Start and
Saunteel Jenkins
Entertainment/Music, co-chair Tonya Allen
and Lisbeth Ardisana

•

Fundraising, co-chairs Denise Ilitch and
Sandy Pierce (we have set a goal of $500,000
raised in this state)
• Gift Bag Co-Chairs: Ruth Holmes and Alex
Miziolek
• Opening Reception, co-chairs Patricia
Mooradian and Lisa Payne
• Pop Up Shops, Co-chairs: Carolyn Cassin and
Barbara Allushuski
• Closing Gala & Hall of Fame – Co-Chairs:
TBD
• Faith-Based Opportunity, Co-Chairs: Carol
Goss and Kathleen McCann
For a complete list of 2020 Committee Volunteers
go to our website: iwfmichigan.org

learn more, donate or purchase tickets, please contact
Blanca Fauble at 248-322-3703 or visit havenoakland.org/events/tailgate

News & Member Sharing

The new Regional CEO
of the American Red
Cross of Michigan is one
of our newest IWF MI
members. Mary Lyn
Foster, former President
of IWF Ohio is also the
former Regional Chief
Executive Officer for the
Red Cross’ Buckeye
Region. She has
transferred to IWF membership to MI and will now
lead all Michigan Red Cross Humanitarian Services
programs. Welcome, Mary Lynn, to IWFMichigan.

Beth Gotthelf won first place at
the horse races. Not exactly the
Kentucky Derby but still a fun
evening of pumping those leg
muscles to race mechanical horses
after spending the day at the
NDIA Ground Vehicle Systems
Engineering and Technology
Symposium, proving even nerds
have fun. Beth loves that stuffed
horse. Too bad she could not take it home with her.

Michigan Women's Hall of Fame
Induction Ceremony on November
7 at Cobo Center - Join in the
historic festivities as Vernice
DavisAnthony and
Gilda Jacobs
are inducted
along with
others into the Michigan
Women's Hall of Fame! (Let's
show our support and fill some
tables!) Click here to register!!

Helene Weir, the new CEO

Blanca Fauble invites her IWF sisters to support

of the YMCA’s of Metro
Detroit, is an IWF member
from Alberta, Canada. Helene
is transferring her membership
to IWF-MI. In her new role,
Weir will be responsible for
building the Y’s capacity to
ensure the future of its mission
to respond to emerging needs
in SE Michigan.

HAVEN at the Seventh Annual Tailgate Party on
Sunday, September 22 at the Birmingham Athletic
Club! Registration will begin at 12:30pm and kickoff
at 1 p.m. as the Detroit Lions take on the
Philadelphia Eagles on the big screen.

Welcome Helene!

Denise Ilitch will be recognized by the Dr. Gary
Burnstein Community Health
Clinic (www.gbchc.org) as an
Esteemed Woman of
Michigan. The award will be
presented on September 23rd at
our 10thAnnual Esteemed
Women of Michigan Event at
the Centerpoint Marriot. We
hope you will join in
celebrating Denise and the
important and critical
work of the clinic. Tickets and tables can be
purchased
at www.crowdrise.com/o/en/campaign/ewm2019.

This event aims to engage our male allies as
champions and supporters of HAVEN’s mission; the
event offers men and women an exciting, fun-filled
afternoon while they learn more about HAVEN’s
mission and services. Event features include
Gourmet BBQ Buffet, craft beer & wine, a
bottomless Bloody Mary bar, cigars, silent & live
auction. Appearances of Former Detroit Lions
players and mascot Roary!
The Oakland County nonprofit provides free,
comprehensive services to anyone impacted by
sexual assault and intimate partner violence.! To
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Upcoming IWF Global Conferences:

IWF-Michigan Board Members:

There are two global conferences each year with
outstanding content and women leaders from all
over the world in attendance. Each Fall IWF global
members gathering in North American (US or
Canada); each spring on another continent.
We encourage all our members to attend a global
conference. The experience will open incomparable
opportunities to meet and build friendships with
fantastic women leaders from all over the U.S. and
over 30 countries.

Anne Doyle, president
Joan Young, vice president
Ki Hammer, treasurer
Tina Abbate-Marzolf, secretary (missing from group
photo)
Vernice Anthony Davis
Dottie Deremo
Elaine Didier (missing from group photo)
Verna Green
Laurie Horiszny
Nancy Philippart
Linda Solomon

Our MI contingent planning to attend the Toronto
conference this fall is growing and already includes:
Beth Gotthelf, Blanca Fauble, Faye Nelson, Dottie
Deremo, Kathleen McCann, Donna Inch; Michele
Honomichl; Patricia Mooradian, Nancy Philippart,
Anne Doyle. Come with us!!
train from Windsor to Toronto is fast, comfortable
and on-time!

• Toronto - November 13-15, 2019
• London - May 13-15, 2020
• Detroit - October 7-9, 2020

• Santiago, Chile – May 2021 (new!)
•

Seattle – Sept. 29 - Oct 1, 2021

IWF Global Member Portal
Have you tried the new IWF Member Portal?
members.iwforum.org. We encourage you to use
this platform to reach out to IWF members.

Elaine Didier

Tina Abbate Marzolf

Reminders:

To take part, begin by logging into the portal and
creating your profile. For any assistance with
logging in or any questions, please contact
iwf@iwforum.org.

Newsletter items are due by the 15th of the month
prior to publication. Please keep submissions to no
more than two short paragraphs. Email:
pdalrick@comcast.net

Video tutorial (portal summary)
pw: iwforum
Video tutorial (detailed narrated version)
pw: iwforum
If you have not done so, please update your member
profile on the IWF Michigan Website -www.iwfmichigan.org
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