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IWF members are trailblazers, innovators and influencers
united to advance women’s leadership locally and globally.

Urgent Matters:
•

Please add our monthly meetings to your
calendar – Generally the 1st Wednesday of the
month.

•

Aug 20-22. IWF CEO Stephanie O’Keefe and
her team will visit us in Detroit to talk about
advance planning for the October 2020 IWF
World Leadership Conference.

•

Aug 21 – 6pm. IWF-MI all-member dinner and
group discussion with Stephanie O’Keefe and
her team. Location: TBD.

Member Dine Around Pics -

Member Events:
•

Summer Dine-Arounds. Planning is in full
swing for our traditional summer dine-arounds.
Five members or group of members have raised
their hands to host. Thank you! Additional dates
will be shared as they are firmed up.
o July 17, 6:00 pm - Linda SchlesingerWagner at her home in West Bloomfield.
Spouses welcome. $30 per person; $50 per
couple. RSVP to Pat Dalrick & payment to
IWF Michigan.
o August 16, 6:00 pm - Rabbi Tamara Kolton
at her home 824 S. Glenhurst Dr.
Birmingham. (The evening will be a Shabbat
dinner with the Feminine Divine!) $50.00 per
person. RSVP to Pat Dalrick & payment to
IWF Michigan.
o TBD - Peg Talburtt interested in co-hosting a
dine-around with someone in the Ann Arbor
area. Please contact Peg!

June 19, 6:00 pm - Barb Allushuski hosting at
Andiamo’s Wine Cellar – Livonia

June 25, 6:00 pm - Lisa Payne hosting at her home
in Bloomfield Hills.

•

Sept 4 (Wed.) – Location and theme TBD

•

October 2 (Wed.) – Location and theme TBD

•

November 6 (Wed. – Location and theme TBD

Dear IWF-MI Sisters/Friends,

•

December 4 (Wednesday) Holiday Party -Deborah Wahl is hosting at her Bloomfield Hills
home. She is looking for three people who love
the holidays and would like to help plan some
fun ways to celebrate. Please reach out to
Deborah at 630.408.9891 or
DLWAHL14@gmail.com

I hope you are having a great summer. Our dinearounds are in full swing, with great evenings
already hosted by Barbara Allushuski and Lisa
Payne.

President’s Message -

You have two more opportunities coming up to
deepen your friendships with other IWF-MI
members at one of these intimate, informal
gatherings: July 17, hosted by Linda SchlesingerWagner at her lakefront home; and August 16,
which will be an experience with “The Feminine
Divine,” hosted by Rabbi Tamara Kolton.
At the end of August, IWF International CEO
Stephanie O’Keefe, and her global conference
experts Heath Nash and Paul Johnson will be

All Members are asked to help CO-HOST, every
other year, a monthly IWF-MI gathering (which
simply means planning the event details). If you
have not done so yet, please contact Kathleen
McCann or Joanne Faycurry, Co-chairs of the
Engagement Committee and let them know which
upcoming monthly meeting works best for you.
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spending three days with us working on plans for the
October 2020 IWF Cornerstone Conference.

If you have not been contacted by the co-chair
listed with your committee, reach out to HER!

Please mark your calendars for the evening of
Wednesday, Aug. 21, when we will host an allmember dinner and conversation with Stephanie,
Heath and Paul.

In addition, we’re looking for co-chairs for the
Closing Gala. Besides working with IWF National
on the flow of the final, fabulous event on Friday
evening, Oct. 9, this committee will focus on selling
tables for what promises to be a terrific (albeit as yet
unplanned) evening.

And before you know it, fall will be here, which is
when our Canadian IWF Sisters are hoping that a
strong contingent from Michigan will join them in
Toronto for IWF World Leadership Conference they
are hosting, Nov. 13-15. Registration is now open
for the conference. Themed Open Minds. Check out
the content on the IWF Global website:
https://www.iwforum.org/toronto_canada_2019_i
wf_world_leadership_conference

We’ve also added 3 new committees that will also
require co-chairs:
- Logistics, which will include volunteer training.
- Faith-based event/opportunity: The richness of
this area’s faith community – from Islam to
Jewish to Catholic to Gospel – we should be able
to create a meaningful experience for attendees.
(as this was going to ‘print’ Carol Goss

Let’s hop a train together from Windsor directly into
downtown Toronto. So far, our Michigan contingent
planning to attend the Toronto conference includes
Dottie Deremo, Blanca Fauble, Beth Gotthelf,
Michele Honomichl, Donna Inch, Kathleen McCann,
Patricia Mooradian, Faye Nelson and Nancy
Philippart. Toronto and London (May 13-15, 2020)
are your last two chances to experience an IWF
Global Conference before the spotlight will be on us
here in Motown.

& Kathleen McCann signed up to be co-chairs.
Thank you!)

Legacy gift – It has been suggested that we
create an experiential component or lasting gift
to Detroit that commemorates the IWF
conference. Female-centric for students perhaps?

-

If you have an interest in any of the above, let either
of us know.

If you haven’t attended an IWF North America or
Global Conference in the last few years, you don’t
know what you are missing. Come with Us!

Happy Summer,

Anne

mkramer@crain.com
fnelson611@gmail.com

Mary Kramer and Faye Nelson

October 2020 IWF World
Leadership Conference - Co-Chairs
Mary Kramer and Faye Nelson

2020 Conference Committees:
•
•

Dear IWF-MI Members/Friends:

•

We’re 15 months away from hosting the 2020
IWF Global Conference in Detroit!

•

We’re going to need
your help to bring our
vision of a memorable
DEE-troit experience
home to hundreds of
IWF members from
around the globe.
Many of you signed
up for one of the
committees working
on the event, which
are all listed on the 2020 Conference page of our
IWF-MI website.

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

https://www.iwfmichigan.org/2020-conference.html
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Behind the Scenes, co-chairs Ellen Hill and
Vivian Pickard
Communications/Marketing, co-chairs Marla
Drutz, Linda Solomon & Rochelle Riley
Dine-Around co-chairs Joanne Start and
Saunteel Jenkins
Entertainment/Music, co-chair Tonya Allen
and Lisbeth Ardisana
Fundraising, co-chairs Denise Ilitch and
Sandy Pierce (we have set a goal of $500,000
raised in this state)
Gift Bag Co-Chairs: Ruth Holmes and Alex
Miziolek
Opening Reception, co-chairs Patricia
Mooradian and Lisa Payne
Pop Up Shops, Co-chairs: Carolyn Cassin and
Barbara Allushuski
Closing Gala & Hall of Fame – Co-Chairs:
TBD
Legacy Project, Co-chairs: TBD
Logistics, Co-chairs: TBD
Faith-Based Opportunity, Co-Chairs: Carol
Goss and Kathleen McCann

News & Member Sharing

Rochelle Riley has hit a trifecta (as they'd say in
horse race
parlance)! For the
10th year in a row,
readers of HOUR
magazine have
named her 2019 Best
Local Female
Columnist. And her
book, "The Burden:
African Americans
and the Enduring Impact of Slavery" is the 2018
GOLD Winner for Anthologies in the Foreword
Indies Awards!

Beth Gotthelf recently gave a talk on Space Law

Both announcements came on the heels of her
transition from the newsroom to City Hall. Mayor
Mike Duggan recently appointed her the city's new
Director of Arts and Culture, where she will be
responsible for "giving shape and focus to Detroit's
investments in arts and culture." She will work with
artists, cultural organizations, philanthropic funders
and entrepreneurs to advocate for, promote and
develop arts and culture.

and Government Role in Space Innovation Watch
for Michigan to be the site of the next satellite
launching facility.

Welcome new IWF MI
member Helene Weir,
President and CEO,
YMCA of Metropolitan
Detroit. She recently
transferred from the
Alberta, Canada IWF
chapter.

Beth also didn’t hesitate when she was recently
given the opportunity, by the Army’s Golden
Knights, to jump out of a perfectly good plane!

Patti
Poppe,
President &
CEO, CMS &
Consumers
Energy,
chaired The
Detroit
Regional
Chamber’s
39th annual
Mackinac
Policy
Conference.
The conference brought together 1,800 business,
community, and philanthropic thought leaders from
across the state to encourage and focus on being a
force for good in Michigan. Governor Gretchen
Whitmer and Patti (pictured) took a moment out of
the conference to show their LOVE for Michigan!

The next day, she jumped on another plane for a
flight to Israel where she attended a Defense Expo
and then the EcoMotion Conference on smart
transportation with a PlanetM/MIBA mission. Bill
Ford, a keynote speaker, announced the opening of
Ford’s innovation center in Israel.
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afternoon tour of architect Alden B. Dow's home and
studio. A protege and personal friend of Frank
Lloyd Wright, Mr. Dow generated the interest and
following among young architects which makes
Midland the home of some 400+ Midcentury
Modern homes. Needless to say, after all these years
in Midland we know the territory, so do be in touch
for lots more details. Wine and a welcome await!”

Upcoming IWF Global Conferences:
Angie Lommen joined several members of her

There are two global conferences each year with
outstanding content and women leaders from all
over the world in attendance. Each Fall IWF global
members gathering in North American (US or
Canada); each spring on another continent.

IWF Leadership Fellows 2015-2016 cohort in New
York City. The international mix of leaders had an
amazing conversation with women from the HSBC
offices, discussing how Education Matters and ways
to help girls get a quality education.

We encourage all our members to attend a global
conference. The experience will open incomparable
opportunities to meet and build friendships with
fantastic women leaders from all over the U.S. and
over 30 countries.

Gaining even more perspective, the fellows spent the
afternoon at the United Nations headquarters. Angie
reports, “The featured discussion during our visit
was plastics and the growing threat to our nation.
The UN’s focus on our world’s future is
commendable.” The picture with Angie and her
classmates was taken in the UN Security Council
Chamber.

• Toronto - November 13-15, 2019
• London - May 13-15, 2020
• Detroit - October 7-9, 2020

• Santiago, Chile – May 2021 (new!)
•

Seattle – Sept. 29 - Oct 1, 2021

Nancy Barker and
husband, Bill, cordially invite
Forum friends (long-time and
new) to consider a visit to
Midland. “For golf fans, we
live just a few blocks away
from the country club where
the Ladies PGA will be held
this year (July 15-20) and we'd
be happy to taxi you over and back from our home,
to relieve parking worries,” Nancy reports. “Or for
non-golfers like us, join us on our front porch for a
glass of wine any time this summer (or into the
beautiful fall months) after you've toured the Dow
Gardens (110 acres of rolling hillsides with a
constant display of annuals and perennials and a
summer exhibit of human-size origami
sculptures.) And the newest attraction here

IWF Global Member Portal
Have you tried the new IWF Member Portal?
members.iwforum.org. We encourage you to use
this platform to reach out to IWF members.
To take part, begin by logging into the portal and
creating your profile. For any assistance with
logging in or any questions, please contact
iwf@iwforum.org.
Video tutorial (portal summary)
pw: iwforum
Video tutorial (detailed narrated version)
pw: iwforum
If you have not done so, please update your member
profile on the IWF Michigan Website -www.iwfmichigan.org

IWF-Michigan Board Members:

is the Whiting Forest Canopy Walk, the nation's
longest at 1,400 feet, soaring 40 feet above the
ground. (See photo) It's an easy walk despite the
intriguing site and both places are open daily. If you
can spend the day, you also should take the

Anne Doyle, president
Joan Young, vice president
Ki Hammer, treasurer
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Tina Abbate-Marzolf, secretary (missing from group
photo)
Vernice Anthony Davis
Dottie Deremo
Elaine Didier (missing from group photo)
Verna Green
Laurie Horiszny
Nancy Philippart
Linda Solomon

Elaine Didier

Tina Abbate Marzolf

Reminders:
Newsletter items are due by the 15th of the month
prior to publication. Please keep submissions to no
more than two short paragraphs. Email:
pdalrick@comcast.net
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