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IWF members are trailblazers, innovators, and influencers united
to advance women’s leadership & champion global gender equity.

Urgent Matters:
•
•

Mark your 2021 calendars for IWF MI
gatherings, which are normally the 1st Wednesday
of each month.
IWF MI Board Meeting: Tuesday, December 1,
5:30 p.m.

Virtual Member Gatherings
December 2 –Virtual Holiday Wine Around
Gathering. 6:00-7:30 p.m. Let’s dress in our holiday

best as we celebrate the end of a challenging year,
deepen our friendships, and thank our outgoing
Board members. To RSVP Click Here
January 13, 2021, 6:30-7:30 p.m. Virtual Sneak
Peak of Bas Blue, an inclusive new space to
amplify opportunities for women in Detroit, with
hosts Nancy Tellem and Sandy Pierce. Tellem is
the Executive Chairwoman of Eco and the former
president of Xbox Entertainment Studios and CBS
TV Studios. Her husband’s role with the Pistons
brought her to Detroit, but it is her commitment to
advancing women that is creating Bas Blue. Click
here to RSVP.
February 2 and March 3, 2021 – Topics TBD

President’s Message
Dear IWF Michigan Sisters/Friends,
After five fulfilling
years as your
president, I wanted
my final message to
be a joyful reflection
on all we have
accomplished
together.

But the unexpected death of Christine Derdarian, one
of the founding rocks and long-time president of our
Michigan chapter, focused my thoughts on the
sisterhood that IWF is all about.
Many of our members are grieving the loss of a
beloved, life-long
friend. For those
of you who are
newer members
and never had a
chance to share
the
inevitable bellylaughs with us
that were
trademarks of
Christine’s
leadership style, I
hope you will
read the beautiful
obituary, written
by member Marla Drutz, General Manager of
WDIV-TV, about her treasured friend.
The “I” in IWF stands for International, Influence
and Impact. During Chris’ watch, IWF has grown to
become a preeminent global community of 7,000
influencers, thought leaders and game changers. The
challenge now for IWF global and our chapter is to
explore how to live up to the IWF Mission to
“Advance Women’s Leadership and Champion
Equality Worldwide.”
Chris Derdarian lived and modeled that mission
throughout her life. She would love nothing better
than for her beloved Michigan IWF to come together
as a trusted Sisterhood, carrying on that legacy.
It has been my pleasure to serve as the fifth president
of our chapter, in the footsteps of Chris Meyers,
Cristine Derdarian, Sue Ellen Eisenberg and Ruth
Holmes. In January, I will join the Board of IWF
Global and will continue to remain active here.
I have no doubt our newly elected president, Carolyn
Cassin, and the outstanding 2021 Board will
continue our momentum as we prepare to host the
IWF World Leadership Conference in October 2023.
The best is yet to come.
Anne
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Remembering and Honoring the Life
of IWF MI Founding Member and
President -- Christine Derdarian
On Sunday, November 22,
2020, Christine A.
Derdarian passed away at
home at the age of 72.
Christine was predeceased
in death by her mother, Mae
Derdarian, also an IWF
member. She is survived by
her sister, Heather Wilen,
nephew Adrian Wilen, her
cousin Denise Chiroyan and
family and her beloved dog, ‘Cappi’. Christine also
leaves behind dozens of dear friends, whose lives
will always be inspired by the unique and wonderful
women that Christine was.
A life-long metro Detroiter, Christine graduated the
University of Michigan in 1970. She received her
law degree from the Detroit College of Law in 1973.

From left to right: Marla Drutz, Mae Derdarian,
Judge Gladys Barsamian, Chris Derdarian and
chapter founder Chris Meyers
footsteps as a well-known and highly respected
leader in women’s rights issues. Christine was a
founding member of our Michigan Chapter of the
International Women’s Forum, in 1985, and served
as president from 1997-2004.

At the start of her career, she worked as an attorney
for the Michigan Department of the Attorney
General. Her career at Michigan’s A.G. office
spanned over 25 years. During that period,
Christine’s many legal accomplishments were
recognized and led to numerous promotions and
increased responsibilities. In 1985, Christine was
elevated to the Attorney General Opinion Review
Board, where she served in Attorney General Frank
Kelly’s cabinet.
Chris with IWF MI founders Rose Berbarian, Gladys
Barsamian and president emeritus Ruth Holmes

Chris with IWF Board members and presidents

Chris with Ki Hammer, CEO Ghafari Associates
Christine retired from the Michigan Attorney
General’s office in 2002 and went into private legal
practice specializing in governmental relations,
administrative law, and licensing. In 2018, after 45
years of practicing law, Christine decided to pivot
her career and became the Executive Director of
Manoogian Manor, a senior care facility in Livonia,
MI. Christine was a dedicated leader and fierce
advocate for the elderly.
Beyond her accomplishments in the legal and
business fields, Christine followed in her mother’s

She was a longtime member of the Women’s
Economic Club of Detroit (Inforum), serving as
president in the mid-1980’s She was a Board
member of Spectrum Human Services, Michigan
Women’s Studies Association, Detroit Institute for
Children and a myriad of other community, state and
national organizations whose work benefits women
and girls.
Christine’s brilliant mind, razor sharp wit, warmth,
kindness, and wisdom were all qualities that her
family, colleagues and friends admired greatly. She
lit up every room she walked into and every life she
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touched. Per Christine’s request there will be no
funeral, but a memorial service will be scheduled in
the upcoming months.

News & Member Sharing:

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests contributions to
Manoogian Manor, c/o Christine A. Derdarian Fund,
15775 Middlebelt Road, Livonia , MI 48154 or to the
Armenian Missionary Association of America -ARTSAKH (amaa.org).

Motown Museum, and her
special guest Claudette
Robinson of The Miracles
provided a Magical experience
for the 100 IWF members who
participated in our virtual
gathering, Motown, the Museum and the Woman
That Made it Great.

New Board Members & Officers

Robin Terry, CEO of the

Our Board Development Committee (Laurie
Horiszny, chair; Donna Inch and Kathleen
Ligocki) is thrilled to announce the unanimous
election of our new board members and officers.

Carolyn Cassin, a current board
member, is our new president.

We apologize for our unanticipated technical
difficulties, which limited participants to only 100.
But here’s the GREAT NEWS! Below is the link to
a watermark protected video of the event. It is just as
magical “on-demand” as it was live, and will also
available to the global Sisterhood through video
library. Click to watch: https://youtu.be/G31J0UyotO0

Shirley Stancato, newly elected
board members and vice-president

Deborah Wahl was recently named, for the third
time to the
Automotive
News list of
100 Leading
Women in the

Dr. Betty Chu elected to the board.

North American
Auto Industry.

Denise Lewis, who has been
completing the board term of Saunteel
Jenkins has been elected to a full
board term.

Patricia (Patti) Poppe, a GM
veteran who rose to run
Michigan’s CMS Energy Corp.,
has been named the new CEO of
PG&E, California’s utility giant.

Kim Pittel, current co-chair of the
Membership Committee, elected to
the board.

The board terms of Anne Doyle, Vern Davis
Anthony, Elaine Didier, Laurie Horiszny and
Linda Solomon expire December 31.
The terms of current board members Beth Chappell,
Treasurer; Pam Reid, Secretary; Beth Gotthelf and
Donna Inch run through December 2021. Thank you
for your incredible, dedicated support and service.

Her task is monumental.
According to the LA Times, “Not
only must she reform a sprawling enterprise that’s
been found responsible for sparking numerous
deadly wildfires, but she also has to regain the trust
of the public and government officials including
Gov. Gavin Newsom, who had threatened to take
over the company if it didn’t correct its “culture of
ineptitude.” If anyone can do it, she can!
Congratulations, Patti. Click here to read the full LA
Times article.
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Gov. Gretchen Whitmer has made appointments to
the new Black Leadership
Advisory Council.
Rochelle Riley has been
named co-chair of the
Council, which will bring
together a diverse group of
Black Michiganders to
serve in an advisory
capacity to the governor
and develop, review, and recommend policies and
actions designed to prevent and eradicate
discrimination and racial inequity in Michigan. Click
here for more.
Rochelle’s book, The
Burden: African
Americans and the
Enduring Legacy of
Slavery, has just been
released in paperback

The Great Lakes
Women's Business
Council (GLWBC)
recently awarded

Dr. Shawne
Duperon with the
2020 Distinguished
Business Leaders
Award. Shawne
nationally trains and
consults certified
women business
owners in high
performance communication. The program is
sponsored by General Motors.

The Kresge Foundation has named investment
banker Suzanne Shank to its Board. Rip Rapson
noted of Shank and the other
board member named, "We could
not be more humbled by their
experience, their expertise, and
their dedication to public service.
Their work and influence have
taken them into cities across the
country, from Detroit to
Washington, D.C. to New York,
and all places in between. They
will deepen and extend Kresge’s aspiration to
improve the bedrock conditions of equity and
opportunity in this nation’s cities."

Dottie Deremo, Principal
Partner & CEO of The Deremo
Group, has been named one of
Diligent’s Groundbreaking
Governance Leaders for her
Governance Consulting Practice.

Nancy Schlichting recently received an honorary

Diligent, modern governance
leader and home to the largest
network of global corporate directors and executives,
announced the honorees of the 2020 Modern
Governance 100, a program dedicated to the
recognition of influential governance leaders.
Diligent defines the “Modern Governance” category
as, “The practice of empowering leaders with the
technology, insights, and processes that fuel good
governance.

Congratulations to Beth
Ardisana for being awarded
the George W. Romney Award
for Lifetime in Volunteerism by
the AFP Greater Detroit
Chapter. The award ceremony
aired on Detroit Public
Television on November 22.

Doctorate of Humane Letters from
Towson University. Nancy
explained, “I was supposed to be the
commencement speaker last May,
but as we all know most graduations
were postponed. Towson President
Kim
Schatzel
(photo)
and Provost Melanie
Perrault presented me
with the honorary degree
by Zoom, with my family
and close friends in
virtual attendance. It was
a special moment, and I
am humbled and honored
by this recognition.”

Florine Mark, president and CEO
of The WW (Weight Watchers)
Group, Inc. has launched her new
podcast, “Today’s TakeAway with
Florine Mark.”
Florine promises it will be a
“motivating, thought-provoking and
informative health & wellness podcast that focuses
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on our daily lives. “I’ve always been passionate
about helping others learn how to live a happier,
healthier and more rewarding life,” says Mark.
“Each episode will give listeners best practices for
making meaningful and beneficial changes in their
lives.”

Upcoming IWF Global Conferences:
There are two global conferences each year with
outstanding content and women leaders from all
over the world in attendance. Each Fall IWF global
members gather in North American (US or Canada),
and each spring on another continent.

The podcast is available at https://888-3florine.libsyn.com or wherever you get your
podcasts.

We encourage all our members to attend a global
conference. Because this year’s global conference is
virtual, it is easier (and more cost-effective!) than
ever to experience the richness of this Global
Sisterhood you are now part of.

• Seattle – Sept. 29 - Oct 1, 2021
• Santiago, Chile – May 18-20, 2022
• Detroit, MI – Fall 2023

IWF-Michigan 2020 Board
Members:

(Ken - Right, Roz - Center, Reggie - left)

Anne Doyle
President

Carolyn Cassin
Vice President

Beth Chappell
Treasurer

Pam Reid
Secretary

Vernice Davis Anthony

Elaine Didier

Roz Cooperman is delighted to be working with
the new owners of The Detroit Popcorn Company,
Kenneth Harris, CEO and Reginald Kelley, COO as
they shape the next generation of this 90-year plus
company. New leadership where inclusion, diversity
and equity are paramount to corporate values and
giving back to the community. Plus, who doesn’t
love “popcorn”! Perfect for holiday gift giving.

Message from IWF Connecticut
Dear IWF Sister Forums,
Thank you to all who joined our virtual event on the
“Future of Consumption” and “Local Consumption.”
For those of you who were unable to join us, here is
the recording of the virtual event, which featured
excellent speakers and extraordinarily rich content.
Meeting Recording:
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/AeeKeOWUob
0rEpz40PwXp8iQhdrmVQAId4DU1yQYYkx0jQ
x6ODU4Q5QR10tHMc_p.NTaau15kKIfiflDR
Access Passcode: VPhNRb@1
Zara Ingilizian, Head of Consumer Industries and
Member of the Executive Committee, World
Economic Forum Jamie DiStefano, Vice President
Stew Leonard's.

Laurie Horiszny
Beth Gotthelf

Marie Meliksetian
President, IWF Connecticut
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Donna Inch

Denise Lewis

Linda Solomon

Reminders:
Newsletter items are due by the 15th of the month
prior to publication. Please keep submissions to no
more than two short paragraphs. Email:
pdalrick@comcast.net

IWF Global Member Portal
We encourage you to use this platform to reach out
to IWF members. members.iwforum.org.
To take part, begin by logging into the portal and
creating your profile. For any assistance with
logging in or any questions, please contact
iwf@iwforum.org. If you have not done so, please
update your member profile on the IWF Michigan
Website -- www.iwfmichigan.org
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