Newsletter
December 2019

,

IWF members are trailblazers, innovators and influencers united to
advance women’s leadership & champion global gender equity.

Urgent Matters:

We are saddened to announce that IWF-MI member
Tanya Heidelberg-Yopp, 56, of Detroit passed
away November 13 of brain cancer.

•
•

Election of New Members: Dec. 15-20
Election of New Board Members: Dec. 15-20

•

NEEDED: New chair (or co-chairs) for our
Engagement/Program Committee. You’ll have
plenty of help! Next year’s meetings will include
“test drives” of several Behind-the-Scenes
experiences selected for our 2020 conference.
Contact Anne Doyle.

•

Don’t forget to add our monthly meetings to your
calendar –the 1st Wednesday of each month.

Member Events:
December 4 (Wed.) Holiday Party – 6-9:00 pm
Deborah Wahl hosting at her Bloomfield Hills
home. Co-hosts are Tina Marzolf, Marianne UdowPhillips, Vernice Anthony,
Ki Hammer and Leslie
Murphy. Cocktails, dinner,
festivities and lots of
friendship and conversation!
$50 charge for guests. No
charge for members. Haven
has been selected as our
holiday charity of choice.
Please bring new twin sheet sets, towels or clothing
for women and children. RSVP thru Evite.com.
January 2020 – No Member Gathering.
2020 Gatherings: Feb.5, March 4, April Spring
Luncheon, May 5, Summer Dine-Arounds, Sept
1, Oct 6, Nov 3, December Holiday Party.
Remember: All Members are asked to help co-host
a monthly IWF-MI gathering (which simply means
planning the event details). If you have not done so
yet, we will be contacting you this year to ask for
you to choose an upcoming monthly meeting that
you can assist with.

Tanya
excelled in an
array of
professional
fields —
lawyer,
corporate
executive,
and
entrepreneur, among them — but she cherished
nothing more than her roles as wife and
mother. Click here to read the full Detroit Free
Press article.

President’s Message:
Dear IWF-MI Sisters/Friends,
The recent death of Tanya Heidelberg-Yopp was a
devastating loss for her family, her many friends
and our community. She was one of our IWF
sisters but wasn’t able to be as active as she hoped
because of her illness. Her funeral was a beautiful
tribute to an amazing human being. It left me with
the powerful desire to find more ways to create
opportunities for our IWF members to get to know
one another on a deeper level. IWF creates the
opportunity for incredibly accomplished women,
who share a commitment to gender equity, to
connect. But that’s just the beginning. Truly
getting to know one another takes time and the
desire. Friendship is a verb. I would love to hear
your ideas about how we can use our gatherings to
“mine the gold” of our fabulous membership. Life
is short.
The Toronto IWF World Leadership Conference
was one of the best of the over one dozen that I
have attended. Our Canadian sisters have raised
the bar of IWF expectations, but I have no doubt
we are up to the challenge! To build buzz for the
2020 Motown Conference, we were given the
opportunity in Toronto to show the fabulous
“Move Here, Move the World” video and to give
all 1,100 attendees the gift of a Rosie the Riveter
luggage tag with the dates of our conference.
As you can see from the picture, our members
worked together to prepare the tags.
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We also have
fantastic support
from the Metro
Detroit Convention
and Visitors Bureau,
which sent a team of
three staff members
to Toronto to help
“build the buzz”
about the 2020
Motown conference.

Membership Committee to help us select an
excellent 2020 class. Here are next steps:
• The Board has approved the slate of
recommended new members. It is an outstanding
group of professionally, culturally and
generationally diverse leaders who have each
been contacted to explain the benefits and
responsibilities of becoming part of the IWF
Global Sisterhood. They have each accepted our
invitation to become members of our chapter and
the global organization.
• Dec. 15-20, Election of New Members. All
IWF MI members will have a chance to vote online on the proposed slate of new members.
• 1st Quarter 2020 -Orientation for new members.

Board Development Update from
Committee Chair Laurie Horiszny

Our MI contingent attending the Toronto conference
included: Beth Gotthelf, Blanca Fauble, Faye
Nelson, Dottie Deremo, Donna Inch, Michele
Honomichl; Patricia Mooradian, Nancy Philippart,
Pam Reid, Glenda Price, Anne Mervenne, Carolyn
Cassin, Ruth Holmes, Ronia Kruse, Saunteel
Jenkins and Beth Chappell. Be sure to see some of
the pictures at end of Newsletter.

Congratulations and Thank
You to our six Board Members
who are completing four years
of board service. Dottie
Deremo, Verna Green,
Treasurer Ki Hammer,
Secretary Tina Abbate
Marzolf, Nancy Philippart
and Vice President Joan Young have invested
multiple hours, as committed board members and
officers, on behalf of our chapter. Through their
leadership, we are financially solid, have added
outstanding new members and are on the brink of
hosting an IWF Global Conference for the first time
in our chapter’s 35-year history. Thank you!
Our Committee has worked hard to identify and
recruit six new, outstanding board members who are
ready to serve. Carolyn Cassin, Beth Chappell,
Donna Inch, Saunteel Jenkins, and Pam Reid, All
IWF-MI members will have a chance to vote on the
recommended slate of new board members. Voting
will be done the week of Dec. 15-20, simultaneous
with the election of new members.
Future Board Service. If you are interested in
serving on the board, please let us know. We ask that
you first serve on and possibly co-chair a committee.

Anne

New Membership
Update from
Committee Chair
Shirley Stancato
My thanks for the excellent
nominations that we received
from our IWF-MI members and
for everyone who served on the

2020 IWF World Leadership
Conference Update from Co-Chairs
Mary Kramer & Faye Nelson
Dear IWF-MI Members/Friends:
Toronto was a big inspiration for the IWF-Michigan
members and committee chairs who attended, from
great programming to fantastic food, to unique
Behind the Scenes experiences, to ideas for pop-up
shops, and to the many ways overall to improve the
attendee experience.
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•

Faye Nelson and Anne Doyle on the IWF stage in Toronto,
pitching the Detroit 2020 Conference.

Detroit 2020 was very well received at the
conference, with tremendous excitement generated
by our IWF MI sisters as well as the conference
attendees. With the pretty high bar that Toronto set
for us, we want to make sure that the 800+ women
from around the world coming to our city next
October feel warmly welcomed in the “D.”
Our focus in December will be curating the list of
remarkable Behind the Scenes opportunities
compiled by the committee co-chaired by Vivian
Pickard and Anne Mervenne.

Fundraising, co-chairs Denise Ilitch and Sandy
Pierce (we have set a goal of $500,000 raised in
this state)
• Gift Bag Co-Chairs: Alex Miziolek and TBD
• Opening Reception, co-chairs Patricia
Mooradian and Lisa Payne
• Pop Up Shops, Co-chairs: Carolyn Cassin and
Barbara Allushuski
• Closing Gala & Hall of Fame – Co-Chairs:
TBD
• Faith-Based Opportunity, Co-Chairs: Carol
Goss and Kathleen McCann
For a complete list of 2020 Committee Volunteers
go to our website: iwfmichigan.org

News & Member Sharing:
IWF members celebrating Vernice Davis
Anthony and Gilda Jacobs induction into the
Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame.

Going forward: Finalizing sponsorship commitments
for the 2020 conference in Detroit. We’ll keep the
membership posted on ways to engage after January
1, when the real countdown begins.
Our next co-chair call is Friday, Dec. 20. Each
committee must be represented on the 8 a.m. call
by one of the co-chairs.
Mary Kramer
Faye Nelson

Beth Gotthelf
and Anne
Doyle at IWF
Suncoast Annual
Event in
Sarasota, FL
where Anne was
the Keynote
speaker.

mkramer@crain.com
fnelson611@gmail.com

2020 Conference Committees:

Beth Gotthelf
and Angie
Lommen at

Co-Chairs are listed below and the complete list of
volunteers serving on each committee can be found
on our IWF Michigan website. We know that there
will be roles for every one of our members to pull
this off!
•
•
•
•

Women in
Defense event.

Behind the Scenes, co-chairs Vivian Pickard
and Anne Mervenne
Communications/Marketing, co-chairs Marla
Drutz, Linda Solomon & Rochelle Riley
Dine-Around co-chairs Joanne Start and
Saunteel Jenkins
Entertainment/Music, co-chair Tonya Allen and
Lisbeth Ardisana
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Congratulations to

Rabbi Tamara
Kolton for the
publication of her
new book, Oranges
for Eve: My Brave,
Beautiful, Badass
Journey to the
Feminine Divine.

Toronto IWF Conference pics:
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IWF-Michigan Board Members:

Upcoming IWF Global Conferences:
There are two global conferences each year with
outstanding content and women leaders from all
over the world in attendance. Each Fall IWF global
members gathering in North American (US or
Canada); each spring on another continent.

Anne Doyle, president
Joan Young, vice president
Ki Hammer, treasurer
Tin Abbate-Marzolf, secretary (below left)
Vernice Anthony Davis
Dottie Deremo
Elaine Didier (below right)
Verna Green
Laurie Horiszny
Nancy Philippart
Linda Solomon

Elaine Didier

We encourage all our members to attend a global
conference. The experience will open incomparable

• London - May 13-15, 2020
• Detroit - October 7-9, 2020
• Santiago, Chile – May 18 -20, 2021
• Seattle – Sept. 29 - Oct 1, 2021

Reminders:
Newsletter items are due by the 15th of the month
Tina Abbate Marzolf
prior to publication. Please keep submissions to no
more than two short paragraphs. Email:
pdalrick@comcast.net

IWF Global Member Portal
We encourage you to use this platform to reach out
to IWF members. members.iwforum.org.
To take part, begin by logging into the portal and
creating your profile. For any assistance with
logging in or any questions, please contact
iwf@iwforum.org.
If you have not done so, please update your member
profile on the IWF Michigan Website -www.iwfmichigan.org
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