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IWF members are trailblazers, innovators and influencers
united to advance women’s leadership locally and globally.

Urgent Matters:
•

Please add our monthly meetings to your
calendar – Generally the 1st Wednesday of the
month.

•

Aug 20-22. IWF CEO Stephanie O’Keefe and
her team will visit us in Detroit to talk about
advance planning for the October 2020 IWF
World Leadership Conference.

•

Aug. 21 – 10 a.m. IWF-MI News Conference to
announce theme and details of 2020 Global
Leadership Conference coming to Detroit.
Location: Detroit Institute of Arts. Members
welcome to attend.

•

Aug 21 – 6pm. IWF-MI all-member dinner and
group discussion with Stephanie O’Keefe and
her team. Location: Rattlesnake Club or
Andiamo’s, Detroit. Price: $45.00.

All Members are asked to help CO-HOST, every
other year, a monthly IWF-MI gathering (which
simply means planning the event details). If you
have not done so yet, please contact Kathleen
McCann or Joanne Faycurry, Co-chairs of the
Engagement Committee and let them know which
upcoming monthly meeting works best for you.

Member Dine Around Pics July 17 - Linda Schlesinger-Wagner home in West
Bloomfield.

Member Events:
•

IWF Leadership Visit to Detroit -- CEO
Stephanie O’Keefe and her conference planning
team, will be here Aug 20-22. They will be doing
site visits and working on conference details with
our team, including committee co-chairs. All
members are encouraged to attend the working
dinner on Aug. 21. Members are also invited to
attend the morning news conference on the same
day. See the 2020 update from Co-Chairs Mary
Kramer and Faye Nelson for more details.

•

Summer Dine-Arounds. Planning is in full
swing for our traditional summer dine-arounds.
Five members or group of members have raised
their hands to host. Thank you! Additional dates
will be shared as they are firmed up.
o August 16, 6:00 pm - Rabbi Tamara Kolton
at her home 824 S. Glenhurst Dr.
Birmingham. (The evening will be a Shabbat
dinner with the Feminine Divine!) $50.00 per
person. RSVP to Pat Dalrick & payment to
IWF Michigan.

•

Sept 4 (Wed.) – Location and theme TBD

•

October 2 (Wed.) – Location and theme TBD

•

November 6 (Wed. – Location and theme TBD

•

December 4 (Wednesday) Holiday Party –
New member Deborah Wahl, Chief Marketing
Officer for Cadillac, is hosting at her Bloomfield
Hills home. She needs co-hosts to help plan fun
ways to celebrate! Please contact Deborah: at
630.408.9891 or DLWAHL14@gmail.com

Linda and her husband Paul in their amazing garden!

President’s Message Dear IWF-MI
Sisters/Friends,
“All hands on
deck!” was the
way my Dad, a
naval officer
during World
War II, alerted
his 7 children that he needed all of us – ASAP.
Our IWF chapter has arrived at the “All Hands on
Deck” moment for the IWF World Leadership
Conference we are hosting Oct 7-9, 2020. If you
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are not already actively involved – the time is
now.
Never in the 45-year history of the IWF, one of the
preeminent global networks of women leaders,
have its members gathered in Detroit. Bringing this
prestigious event here creates an important
opportunity for Detroit to shine for an influential,
global sisterhood as brightly as the sumptuous Fox
Theater did during the recent presidential debates.
Many hands make light work. And the opportunity
to get to know and work with some of SE
Michigan’s most accomplished women – our
members! – is one you don’t want to miss.

Thank you, Marla Drutz, GM of WDIV-TV for hosting
our recent working session at your beautiful studios.

My goal is 100% involvement by October 1 –
one year in advance. Join us. Come join us.
We’re going to have a blast!

If you are not already serving on one of the 2020
Committees, please contact the co-chairs of the
one that peaks your imagination. They are all
listed in this newsletter and on our chapter website:
https://www.iwfmichigan.org/2020-conference.html

Also, have listened, yet, to the IWF’s new Game
Changers podcast? The monthly episodes feature
interviews with fascinating IWF leaders from all
over the globe.

Co-chairs are also needed to lead these new
committees:
• Closing Gala. Besides working with IWF
National on the flow of the final, fabulous
event on Friday evening, Oct. 9, this
committee will focus on selling tables for an
unforgettable evening that will include the
induction of three spectacular women (two
from Michigan) into the IWF’s prestigious
Hall of Fame.
• Logistics: which will include volunteer
training.
• Legacy gift: We would like to create an
experiential component or lasting gift to
Detroit that commemorates the IWF
conference and inspires young girls.

You can listen anywhere you get your podcasts, or
through the IWF public website:
https://www.iwforum.org/iwf_game_changers

The newest
episode is
with Linda
Singh,
Adjutant
General of
the
Maryland
National
Guard, who was recently featured in the
Washington Post and on The Today Show.
Maryland recently became the first (and only!)
state National Guard to have an all-female
command staff. General Singh’s leadership
journey is compelling. She’s also a “truth-teller”
who talks frankly about sexism, racism and
tackling sexual harassment and assault in the
military.
Anne

Hope you’re having a great summer. See you on
August 21 for our all-member dinner meeting with
the International team.
Mary Kramer and Faye Nelson
mkramer@crain.com
fnelson611@gmail.com

October 2020 IWF World
Leadership Conference - Co-Chairs
Mary Kramer and Faye Nelson

2020 Conference Committees:
•

Dear IWF-MI Members/Friends:

•

We’re 13 months away from hosting the 2020
IWF Global Conference in Detroit! The
Committees have begun their work, with excellent
co-chairs leading the charge.

•
•
•

Now is the time to get involved!! Because we are
going to need the active involvement of EVERY
IWF-MI member!

•
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Behind the Scenes, co-chairs Ellen Hill and
Vivian Pickard
Communications/Marketing, co-chairs Marla
Drutz, Linda Solomon & Rochelle Riley
Dine-Around co-chairs Joanne Start and
Saunteel Jenkins
Entertainment/Music, co-chair Tonya Allen
and Lisbeth Ardisana
Fundraising, co-chairs Denise Ilitch and
Sandy Pierce (we have set a goal of $500,000
raised in this state)
Gift Bag Co-Chairs: Ruth Holmes and Alex
Miziolek

•
•
•
•
•
•

Opening Reception, co-chairs Patricia
Mooradian and Lisa Payne
Pop Up Shops, Co-chairs: Carolyn Cassin and
Barbara Allushuski
Closing Gala & Hall of Fame – Co-Chairs:
TBD
Legacy Project, Co-chairs: TBD
Logistics, Co-chairs: TBD
Faith-Based Opportunity, Co-Chairs: Carol
Goss and Kathleen McCann

She is off to a Villa in Tuscany for the first week of
August with my family - celebrating some milestone
birthdays.

Sue Ellen Eisenberg, along with
Kerry Cahill of her firm, authored
Chapter 26 of Bloomberg BNA’s
treatise on Workplace Harassment
Law. Specifically, they drafted the
portion of Chapter 26 which covered
Exhaustion and Agency Investigation
Under Federal Law. On June 27, 2019,
Sue Ellen presented her article, #MeToo and the
Movement to Empower the Female Voice, at the
National Employment Lawyers Association’s
Annual Convention in New Orleans. A copy of the
article may be found at: www.seelawpc.com/sueellen-presents-on-the-empowerment-of-the-femalevoice/.

News & Member Sharing
Linda Orlans has gone back to her roots and
opened a new eTitle office in downtown Detroit.
eTitle specializes in residential and commercial title
and settlement services, offering simple, efficient
and innovative closing experiences for over two
decades. As part of Linda's commitment to making

New member Ora Pescovitz, president of
Oakland University and a pediatric endocrinologist,
was recently featured in the Jewish News for another
skill: her knack for interior design. She has updated
Sunset Terrace, the president’s residence on the
campus of Oakland University. Learn more about
Ora and check out this beautiful photo spread.

customer closings as convenient and close to home
as possible, what better place to be than in the city
eTitle was born out of over 20 years ago!

Carolyn Cassin was appointed by Governor
Whitmer to be one of 14 members of the Task Force

https://thejewishnews.com/2019/07/11/inside-orapescovitz-sunset-terrace-house/

Kouhaila (Ki) Hammer Ghafari President and
CEO was inducted into the Engineering Society of
Detroit’s (ESD) College of Fellows, a recognition
bestowed on
society members
who have
demonstrated
excellence in
technical
achievement,
professional
achievement, ESD
service and
leadership, and
professional society
service and
leadership. She and
her fellow honorees
were recognized at the organization’s Annual Dinner
on June 18.

on Women in Sports, chaired by Jocelyn Benson,
Michigan Secretary of State. This group met in June
for the first time and will develop recommendations
for legislation, policy, investments, and programs to
support and promote opportunities in Michigan.

Linda Schlesinger-Wagner, Founder/CEO,
skinnytees, announces that on July 17-18 skinnytees
was one of the featured “deals and
steal” on Good Morning America.,
“I’m thrilled that this is the 29th
time in two years we have been
featured,” Linda says. Two more
dates: one in October and one in
November…more information to
follow.
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Ki is a past president of ESD and has been an active
member of the organization since 2004. She is also a
past winner of ESD’s Distinguished Service Award,
which honors members for exemplary service and
contributions to the society.

Upcoming IWF Global Conferences:
There are two global conferences each year with
outstanding content and women leaders from all
over the world in attendance. Each Fall IWF global
members gathering in North American (US or
Canada); each spring on another continent.

Four IWF members – Florine Mark, Andra Rush,
Anne Doyle and NY IWF member Nina McLemore
were quoted in a recent Carol Cain column in the
Detroit Free Press, “Female Presidential Candidates
Face a Big Double Standard.”

We encourage all our members to attend a global
conference. The experience will open incomparable
opportunities to meet and build friendships with
fantastic women leaders from all over the U.S. and
over 30 countries.

“As women, we still work harder than men to get our
ideas, opinions and point-of-views across,” said
Florine Mark, president and CEO of The WW
Group Inc.

Our MI contingent planning to attend the Toronto
conference this fall is growing and already includes:
Beth Gotthelf, Blanca Fauble, Faye Nelson, Dottie
Deremo, Kathleen McCann, Donna Inch; Michele
Honomichl; Patricia Mooradian, Nancy Philippart,
Anne Doyle. Come with us!! The train from
Windsor to Toronto is fast, comfortable and ontime!

Andra Rush,
CEO of
Dakkota
Integrated
Systems (which
just announced
plans to build
a $55-million auto parts plant with 625 jobs on
Detroit’s east side), offered her thoughts on the
issue. “Women do face more pressure to dress in
conservative ways and are expected to have their
hair, makeup and accessories well-coordinated a
majority of the time,” Rush said.
https://www.freep.com/story/money/business/colum
nists/carol-cain/2019/07/20/female-presidentialcandidates-clothing/1771670001/

• Toronto - November 13-15, 2019
• London - May 13-15, 2020
• Detroit - October 7-9, 2020

• Santiago, Chile – May 2021 (new!)
•

Seattle – Sept. 29 - Oct 1, 2021

IWF Global Member Portal
Have you tried the new IWF Member Portal?
members.iwforum.org. We encourage you to use
this platform to reach out to IWF members.

Anne Doyle, who serves on the Board of Detroit
PAL (Police Athletic League), recently hosted two
of her long-lost friends from her freshman year at
Mundelein College (now part of Loyola University)
in Chicago. Neither had been to Detroit in decades,

To take part, begin by logging into the portal and
creating your profile. For any assistance with
logging in or any questions, please contact
iwf@iwforum.org.
Video tutorial (portal summary)
pw: iwforum
Video tutorial (detailed narrated version)
pw: iwforum
If you have not done so, please update your member
profile on the IWF Michigan Website -www.iwfmichigan.org

IWF-Michigan Board Members:
so of course she gave them a tour, including a stop at
PAL’S new “Kids at the Corner” headquarters on the
site of the old Tiger Stadium. PAL serves 15,000
Detroit area boys and girls annually with sports and
character-building programs. Their Girls in the
Game program is committed to increasing girls’
participation.
Anne Doyle, president
Joan Young, vice president
Ki Hammer, treasurer
4

Tina Abbate-Marzolf, secretary (missing from group
photo)
Vernice Anthony Davis
Dottie Deremo
Elaine Didier (missing from group photo)
Verna Green
Laurie Horiszny
Nancy Philippart
Linda Solomon

Elaine Didier

Tina Abbate Marzolf

Reminders:
Newsletter items are due by the 15th of the month
prior to publication. Please keep submissions to no
more than two short paragraphs. Email:
pdalrick@comcast.net
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