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Good News & Member Sharing:  
 

Rep. Debbie Dingell 

Named Michiganian 

Of The Year 
 

Congratulations to U.S. Rep. 

Debbie Dingell, who has been named a 

Michiganian of the Year by the Detroit News. In 

naming Dingell, the newspaper said she “has beat the 

drum of bipartisanship.”  “The American people are 

tired of the partisan bickering, and they want to see us 

get things done. Our responsibility is to figure out how 

to work together,” said Debbie. Click here to read the 

full article.  

 
 

WJR Radio is hosting a breakfast on 

Friday, October 6 to honor this year’s 

class of their “Women Who Lead” 

initiative of female leaders throughout 

the Great Lakes Region who are 

influencing the community in a positive 

way. Three of our IWF-MI members are 

among the honorees:  

  

Carolyn Cassin 

Mary Kramer 

Anne Doyle  

Congratulations ladies! 

 

 

Reinventing ... Not Retiring 

Inforum Event 
 

Lisa A. Payne, retired vice 

chairman and CFO of Taubman 

Centers Inc. who now serves as a 

director of three NYSE companies, was a key speaker 

at a recent Inforum event featuring a panel of retired 

high-level executives who have charted new, very 

different paths.  

 
IWF Members Carolyn Cassin, President & CEO 

of the Michigan Women's 

Foundation and Anne 

Mervenne, President of 

Mervenne & Company, along 

with Denise Ilitch, 

President, Ilitch Enterprises, 

provided commentary on the September 24 edition of 

“Michigan Matters.”  They discussed regional issues 

on jobs, the talent shortage and women in politics and 

corporate boards.  

 
          Congratulations to  

Sue Ellen Eisenberg (left) 

Joanne Faycurry (right) and Beth 

Gotthelf (below)  

have been named 

among the top 25 

women business 

attorneys in the region 

and listed in the 2017 

edition of Super Lawyers. Super 

Lawyers is a rating service of 
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outstanding lawyers from more than 70 practice areas 

who have attained a high-degree of peer recognition 

and professional achievement. The patented selection 

process includes independent research, peer 

nominations and peer evaluations. 

 
A Reception with Lily Tomlin  

& Jane Fonda 

 

Florine Mark hosted a 

phenomenal event supporting One 

Fair Wage on September 15 at her 

stunning residence. IWF Michigan 

was well represented with about 15 

members supporting the event. 

 
About eight other IWF members (not all pictured) 

joined Pam Reid on 

September 18 at the 

VIP reception and 

lecture at Wayne State 

for former president of 

Mexico, Vincente 

Fox. The audience of 

more than 600 heard 

an inspiring and informative perspective on 

immigration and trade issues. 

 
 

The Michigan Political Leadership 

Program is honoring Anne Mervenne for 

her 20 years of service to MPLP on 

November 10 at the East Lansing 

Marriott. Anne has been MPLP Co-

Director for 20 years and is stepping 

down in November. 

 

In early September, 

Mary Kramer (left) 

kicked off the first ever 

women Governors 

conference at Grand 

Valley State University 

(GVSU). She moderated 

a conversation between former Governor Janet 

Napolitano (AZ) (right) and former Governor 

Christine Todd Whitman (NJ) (center). Gov. Whitman 

said that “Women need to soar like an eagle – if you 

don’t believe in yourself, who will?”  Kudos to Anne 

Mervenne for serving for over a year on the 

planning committee for this historic event.  

 
Amy Good, CEO, Alternative for Girls, reported 

that on September 14, Alternatives For Girls (AFG) 

held its Annual Positive Choices, Powerful Lives event 

at the Charles H. 

Wright Museum of 

African American 

History. The event 

celebrated AFG's 30th 

Anniversary and 

raised more than 

$25,000 for its 

programs! 

  

"Winston Churchill once said, 'Success is not final, 

failure is not fatal. It is the courage to continue that 

counts.' While at AFG I've learned that there are many 

different things that can happen in life, but as long as 

you believe in yourself and work hard, everything will 

fall into place," a current resident of AFG's Shelter 

told the audience. 

 
 

LINDA SOLOMON reports, “I am very excited to 

share with you I have been 

working for months on a very mid 

mod concept with select portraits 

of mine - Muhammad Ali, Prince, 

Paul Newman, Jack Nicholson, 

Elizabeth Taylor, Brad Pitt, 

Beyoncé. Part 2 (at a later date) 

will be my "rat pack" portraits  - 
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Sinatra, Davis, Martin. My last one-woman exhibitions 

were in New York at The NY Friars Club and at 

Bloomingdales with over 110 portraits. So happy my 

new work will be at home in galleries in downtown 

Detroit and in Tucson in October and November. 

Details to follow...hope to see YOU!!”   

 
 

Florine Mark, will present the 18th annual 

Remarkable Women Luncheon 

on Friday, October 13, 2017, at 

the Henry Hotel in Dearborn 

from noon to 2 p.m. This event 

will raise funds for women's 

medicine. Proceeds will benefit 

Beaumont Ministrelli’s 

Women’s Heart Fund, The 

University of Michigan 

Cardiovascular Center, the Michigan Ovarian Alliance 

and the Florine Mark Inpatient Unit for Women’s and 

Children’s Health at Henry Ford Hospital. Register at 

www.askflorine.com or call 1-888-3Florine for more 

information. 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mary Kramer for this 

year’s fantastic HOMECOMING IV event in 

September, which drew 400 

influential and powerful 

Detroit expats back home to 

learn how they can help their 

hometown rise again.  With 

the theme of “Connections,” 

this year’s speakers and 

activities focused on the needs of neighborhoods and 

areas outside the central downtown. Highlights 

included the opening dinner in Detroit’s long-vacant 

Michigan Central Train Station and special recognition 

for comedian Lily Tomlin and artist Charles McGhee. 

Mary is the first to mention what teamwork it takes to 

create and execute events that mobilize people to 

action, but we all know that it was her vision and 

leadership that have made Homecomings a coveted 

invitation. Click here to watch livestreaming content 

from Homecoming IV.  

 

Beth Gotthelf wishes to share that on October 14, 

there is an effort for Detroit to get the world record for 

the most Rosie the Riveters in one place at the Yankee 

Air Museum. Angie Lommen of BAE, who was an 

IWF fellow 2 years ago, is working with Beth for an 

event next year on the vibrant defense industry in 

Michigan. Beth is hoping her IWF sisters and their 

family/friends will support the event. For info click 

here:  EVENT INFO SCHEDULE 

 
Did You Know??? 
Announcing the birth 

of Leo Franklin 

Manning, September 

14, sixth grandchild of 

Joan Young. 

 

Mom, Andrea 

Manning, Grandma, 

Joan Young, Baby, Leo Franklin Manning. Andrea’s 

two older children are 23-month-old twin boys!  

 
 

President’s Message: 
 

IWF GLOBAL NETWORKING IN ACTION  
 

Dear IWF-MI Sisters,  

 

In just the last few weeks, I’ve had two amazing 

examples of the power of the IWF global network in 

action.  

 

The Honorable Zehra Taskesenlioglu, a member of the 

Turkish Parliament and Founder of IWF Turkey, 

contacted me, by email, to request an in-person 

meeting in late September.  Of course, my answer was, 

Absolutely! But I was surprised. It turns out she was 

travelling to NY for international meetings and was 

adding on a quick trip to Ann Arbor, to visit her sister, 

a professor at the University of Michigan Dental 

School.  

http://www.askflorine.com/
http://www.crainsdetroit.com/article/20170911/STATIC/170919999
http://www.crainsdetroit.com/article/20170911/STATIC/170919999
http://yankeeairmuseum.org/rosie-world-record/
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Zehra Taskesenlioglu was leveraging her IWF network 

to learn about Detroit-area initiatives for women and 

girls, including entrepreneurship, health and 

leadership. Once I knew her areas of interest, I 

extended this unique opportunity to meet with a female 

leader from the other side of the world to several of 

our members with expertise in her areas of interest. 

Carolyn Cassin, Vern Davis Anthony and Ronia 

Kruse were able to join me for a fascinating breakfast 

conversation in the Women’s Suite at the DAC. Thank 

you, Carolyn for hosting!  

 

The second example happened just last week in Boise, 

Idaho. Thanks to an IWF member I met at Global 

Conferences in South Africa, Atlanta and Tel Aviv, I 

was invited to speak at the Women’s Leadership 

Conference hosted by the Andrus Center for Public 

Policy. It wasn’t enough that IWF Idaho member 

Peggy Goldwyn (one of the first female comedy 

writers in Hollywood – including for That Girl and 

Happy Days) recommended me to speak.  She also 

hosted two receptions for me to meet Idaho IWF 

members – one in Boise and the other, a few days 

later, in Sun Valley.  

 

In addition to turning acquaintances with our Michigan 

members into friendships, there is an entire world of 

fabulous IWF global leaders awaiting you – when you 

are ready. All you need to begin mining the IWF gold 

is to attend an IWF global gathering, either here in 

North America (each fall) or in an exotic location on 

another continent (each spring). I’m pretty sure it 

won’t be your last! One of the most compelling 

benefits of IWF membership is the path it creates for 

you to meet and develop relationships and friendships 

with fantastic women you would never meet 

otherwise. 

 

I hope you’ll think about testing these new waters. 

Come to Houston! There are still a few spots left. 

                                     Anne 

 

2017 Upcoming Member Events:  

 

• October 4- Cancer Awareness & Women’s 

Health - Henry Ford Health System – Henry 

Ford Hospital, Detroit 

• November 1 –  Dr. Glenda Price, will host this 

event to include a panel of educators who will 

address some of the pressing issues from k-12 

to college facing our community. Location: 

Marygrove College. Details to be sent out by 

Oct. 13. 

• December 6 - Holiday Party –  We will 

celebrate together tentatively planned at the 

Detroit Yacht Club.  Members are free and 

may bring a guest for a cost.  Details 

forthcoming.   

 

Member Events normally held the first Wednesday 

of the month @ 6:00 pm.  

 

September 

Event Pics at 

Mexicantown:   
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IWF GLOBAL ANNOUNCES New 
Member Portal 

We are pleased to announce the launch of the new 

IWF member portal: members.iwforum.org. The site 

was developed to provide you with a more interactive 

and interconnected IWF network. We encourage you 

to use this platform as an online venue to reach out to 

IWF members from across the globe. It provides the 

opportunity to share news, ask questions, and gather 

information, as well as continue the dialogues started 

at our conferences and events. Our goal for the portal 

is for it to serve as a catalyst for increased 

communication among forums and members. 

Among the features of the site are: 

• A complete membership roster with dynamic 

search functions. 

• Member discussion boards for issue-area interests 

and fields of expertise. 

• The ability to post, share, and find news and local 

forum events for the entire membership. 

To take part in the conversation, members should 

begin by logging into the portal and creating their 

profiles. To fill out your profile, please watch the 

video tutorial below or follow the enclosed written 

instructions. For any assistance with logging in or with 

any questions, please contact iwf@iwforum.org.  

Video tutorial (portal summary) 

pw: iwforum 

 

Video tutorial (detailed narrated version)  

pw: iwforum 

 

Written tutorial (download PDF) 

 

Member Portal FAQ 

 

 

 

 
 

IWF Conferences:   
 

We encourage all our members to attend a global 

conference. It will open your eyes to the tremendous 

richness of the IWF network and membership. The 

Houston conference is coming up this fall. There are 

two global conferences each year with outstanding 

content and women leaders from all over the world 

attending both; each fall in North American (US or 

Canada); each spring on another continent.  

 

Upcoming IWF Conferences: 
 

• Houston, Oct 25-27, 2017 (still time to 
register) 

• Melbourne, Australia, May 2-4, 2018  

• Miami, October 24-26, 2018  

• Barcelona - April 2019 

• Toronto - November 13-15, 2019 

• Vienna - May 2020 

• Detroit - October 7-9, 2020 

 

Reminders: 
  
If you have not done so, please update your member 

profile on the IWF Michigan Website:  

www.iwfmichigan.org 

Newsletter items are due by the 15th of the month 

prior to publication.  

 

Please keep submissions to no more than two short 

paragraphs. Email: pdalrick@comcast.net 

 
 

http://members.iwforum.org/?e=743ea5ed188c00a6e6ad8ae7c36b4ec0&utm_source=iwf&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=welcome_forum&n=2
mailto:iwf@iwforum.org
http://members.iwforum.org/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F223145229&e=743ea5ed188c00a6e6ad8ae7c36b4ec0&utm_source=iwf&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=welcome_forum&n=3
http://members.iwforum.org/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2F226767093&e=743ea5ed188c00a6e6ad8ae7c36b4ec0&utm_source=iwf&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=welcome_forum&n=4
http://members.iwforum.org/r?u=https%3A%2F%2Fd3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net%2Fiwf%2Fpages%2F17%2Fattachments%2Foriginal%2F1503509791%2FMember_Portal_.pdf&e=743ea5ed188c00a6e6ad8ae7c36b4ec0&utm_source=iwf&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=welcome_forum&n=5
http://members.iwforum.org/faq_main?e=743ea5ed188c00a6e6ad8ae7c36b4ec0&utm_source=iwf&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=welcome_forum&n=6
http://www.iwfmichigan.org/
mailto:pdalrick@comcast.net?subject=IWF%20Newsletter%20Item

