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Highlights of January Laurie
Horiszny Gathering:

2018 Member Events:
•

•

•
•

•
•

Thank you, Laurie Horiszny, for
hosting a well-attended holiday
gathering at your home. Everyone was
having so much fun we all forgot to
take photos!

February 7, 6:00 pm - Human Trafficking in
Michigan, Location: Alternative for Girls, 903 W
Grand Blvd, Detroit, MI 48208. Cost: $35.00/pp.
includes light dinner & wine. Guests welcome. If
anyone need a ride to attend this event, let Blanca
Fauble know. Click here to RSVP and pay via
PayPal. Amy Good, host.
March 7, 6:00 p.m. Solanus
Casey Center Tour & Talk.
Co-founder of the Capuchin
Soup Kitchen, Detroiter
Solanus Casey was recently beatified as a Catholic
saint at a ceremony at Ford Field. Pilgrims from all
over the world are expected to begin visiting his
tomb here. Fr. Dave Preuss, Director of the Center
will provide a private tour and talk on the life,
history and impact of this humble man. Kathleen
McCann, host.
April 7, 12:30 pm (Saturday) – Traditional IWFMI Spring luncheon, hosted by Florine Mark at her
beautiful home in Farmington Hills.
May (date tbd), 6:00 pm – Women in Defense.
Panel to include President of Women in Defense.
Location: BAE Systems, Sterling Heights. Beth
Gotthelf, host.
June 6 - Behind-the-Scenes tour of the new Little
Caesar’s Arena (tentative) Denise Ilitch & Carolyn
Cassin, hosts.
July/August - Dine-Arounds at member homes.
These popular, smaller gatherings require
reservations. Locations and hosts to be announced.

Did You Know???
Human Trafficking is
in every county in
Michigan.
This pervasive problem
includes the sexual trafficking of huge numbers of
girls and young women.
In addition to the panel discussion that is the topic of
our Feb. 7 meeting, a special 7:30 p.m. screening of
Break the Chain: Human Trafficking in Michigan
will be held Tuesday, Feb. 27 at the Maple Theater in
Bloomfield Hills. A Q&A session with the filmmaker,
Laura Swanson, and members of the Detroit Crime
Commission, will follow the movie. Proceeds will
benefit the Detroit Crime Commission’s Anti-Human
Trafficking Initiative. To purchase tickets:
detroitcrimecommission.org.
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Beth Gotthelf’s team won

Winter Survival Radiothon on Friday,
Feb 9. THAW customers and their
families who have been helped by
THAW will share their stories.
Donations can be made during the radiothon by calling
888-579- 4950 or any time online at:
www.bidpal.net/donate/wwjthaw2018. .

the Longboat Key Observer
Division 4 tennis tournament
January 7. Beth is an attorney
at Butzel Long.

Laurie Horiszny and her family flew to
Antarctica for the holidays

New member and Detroit
Free Press columnist
Rochelle Riley, has just
released her book: THE
BURDEN: African
Americans and the Enduring Impact of Slavery. The
national book launch was held at the Charles H.
Wright African American Museum and included a
panel discussion with Rochelle and Pulitzer Prize
winning syndicated columnist Leonard Pitts, Jr. and
NY Times MacArthur Fellow/Investigative Journalist
Nikole Hannah-Jones (in the picture with Rochelle
above). Rochelle is about to begin travelling
nationally, including to many major universities, to
lead discussions about the important issues this book
explores. For more info on THE
BURDEN: http://www.wsupress.wayne.edu/books/det
ail/burden

“It is an incomparable,
spectacular place worthy of
our concern and
protection,” Laurie reports.

Rochelle Liberman's
(right) Gateway
Travel handled travel arrangements,
including an extension to also amazing
Patagonia, Chile. Both were warmer than
the weather Laurie’s family returned to in
Michigan.

News & Member Sharing:
Andra Rush - From nurse to
trucking company founder

Women of Tomorrow! Inspiring
Detroit Dinner

“I wake up thinking about how we can be
relevant, meaningful and prepared for the
next opportunity or the next
technological breakthrough.” Fresh out of nursing
school, Andra Rush asked her first boss, "How
much do I make?" The woman said, "$9.25 an hour."
"You've got to be kidding me," Rush replied, assuming
nurses would be paid more. "Who runs this place?"
Click here to read the full Crain’s Detroit Business
article.

Several of our IWF-MI members will
be honored at this year’s Inspiring
Detroit Dinner. Marla Drutz, GM
of WDIV-TV, will receive the
Inspiring Leader Award. Former IWFMI Board members Joanne Faycurry, partner at
Schiff Hardin, and Judy
Trepeck, President & CEO, The Trepeck
Group, will be honored as Mentors of the Year.
Florine Mark, Weight Watchers CEO, is one of the
Co-Chairs, and several of our members support the
program as mentors, including Blanca Fauble.

The Heat and Warmth Fund has helped stabilize and
empower Michigan families to keep them
healthy, safe and warm for over 30 years.
CEO Saunteel Jenkins reports that
THAW will hold its 15th Annual WWJ
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President’s Message:

more welcome and able to get to know long-time
members were offered.

Dear IWF-MI Friends,

New Member Nomination Process
• 80% felt the selection process was efficient and
effective
• The orientation process and assigning mentors new
members was well-received.
• We received nearly two dozen ideas to consider for
process improvements

Nearly 75% of our 99 members
completed all or part of the recent
Member Survey. Thank you! The
survey is the first time we’ve received
formal feedback from our membership since
governance changes were made in 2016. Highlights
will be shared at our Feb. 7th meeting. If you would
like to see the detailed report (with beautiful charts!),
Pat Dalrick (pdalrick@comcast.net) will happily send
it to you.

Our thanks to the Engagement
Committee, chaired by Tina Abbate
Marzolf, that developed the survey and
carefully reviewed the results. Thank
you all: those who worked to develop
the survey and for everyone who took the time to
provide your very valuable feedback.

Your IWF-MI Board will also carefully review your
feedback and use it to continuously enhance the value
of your membership in one of the preeminent global
women’s leadership networks. Here are some of the
survey highlights:

Have a great February. Who trusts Groundhogs
anyway????

Anne

Programming:
• 36% of members attend monthly programs and/or
dine arounds: Nearly double that attend the holiday
event.
o Scheduling conflicts are the #1 reason for
missing meetings; also, health/family
challenges.
• 74% prefer the pay-as-you-go monthly format;
another 16% have no preference.
• 43% have attended global conferences; both in the
US and overseas.
• 50-60% offered to help with the 2020 Global
Conference by either hosting a dine around or
supporting Behind-The-Scene opportunities.

IWF Conferences:
We encourage all our members to attend a global
conference. It will open your eyes to the tremendous
richness of the IWF network and membership. There
are two global conferences each year with outstanding
content and women leaders from all over the world
attending both; each fall in North American (US or
Canada); each spring on another continent.

Upcoming IWF Conferences:
• Melbourne, Australia, May 2-4, 2018
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FOR MELBOURNE IS
OPEN! www.iwforum.org

Member Engagement
• 87% feel we should engage with other IWF
chapters (i.e., Ohio, Ontario).
• 80% support occasional programming in Grand
Rapids, Ann Arbor, and Lansing.
• 40% plan to become more engaged with National
IWF activities.
• 63% of new members feel assimilated into the
chapter. Suggestions to help new members feel

•
•
•
•
•
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Miami, October 24-26, 2018
Barcelona - April 10-12, 2019
Toronto - November 13-15, 2019
Vienna - May 2020
Detroit - October 7-9, 2020

If you are planning to attend the Melbourne
Conference this May, please let Board Members
Laurie Horiszny lhoriszny@borgwarner.com
or Nancy Philippart
philippartn@gmail.com– who will be
leading our Michigan delegation –
know! Other members who are planning to
attend include: 2020 Detroit Conference
Co-Chairs Mary Kramer and Faye Nelson, as well as
Carolyn Cassin, Anne Mervenne and Debbie Stephens,
one of our newest members.

IWF Global Member Portal
Have you tried the new IWF Member Portal?
members.iwforum.org. We encourage you to use this
platform as an online venue to reach out to IWF
members.
To take part in the conversation, begin by logging into
the portal and creating your profile. For any assistance
with logging in or with any questions, please contact
iwf@iwforum.org.
Video tutorial (portal summary)
pw: iwforum
Video tutorial (detailed narrated version)
pw: iwforum
If you have not done so, please update your member
profile on the IWF Michigan Website:
www.iwfmichigan.org

Reminders:
Newsletter items are due by the 15th of the month
prior to publication.
Please keep submissions to no more than two short
paragraphs. Email: pdalrick@comcast.net
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