
  

 

 

IWF members are trailblazers, innovators, and influencers united to advance 

 women’s leadership and champion global gender equity. 

   

At IWF, we are committed to advancing women’s leadership globally and 

locally. We champion equality worldwide. 

 https://www.iwforum.org/about_us_overview  

 

    

 

   

  

President's Message:   

 

Dear IWF Sisters, 

 

I hope you all had a safe and happy Thanksgiving.  Our family had much to be 

thankful for, and I know you did as well.  It is my hope that each of you are 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=5fb34dc39c&e=fc49529d46
https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=f57aae98eb&e=fc49529d46


 

thankful for the friendships and fellowship our membership with IWF Michigan 

fosters.  We have the privilege of spending precious time with talented 

accomplished women, learning from each other and being a part of a world 

wide group of powerhouse women.   We’re looking forward to seeing nearly 70 

of you tomorrow at the Holiday Party at the Edsel and Eleanor Ford House in 

Grosse Pointe Shores at 6 p.m., December 1.  It will be our last opportunity to 

be together until 2022.   We’ll review the past year and share plans for 2020 – 

Can’t wait to see you! 

 

Carolyn  

 

 

 

Pictures from November 3 – Leader Dogs for the Blind, In-person Pups and 

Pino event in Rochester, Michigan hosted by Michele Honomichl.  

 

 

  



 

  

  

 

 

2021 Upcoming Events  

 



 

 

• December 1, 6:00 pm – Holiday Party, In-person event at Eleanor & 

Edsel Ford House, Grosse Pointe Shores-  Hosts: Cynthia Ford & 

Carolyn Cassin  Cost: Members Free; Guests $75.00.  5 seats have 

become available Please register below: 

Register for Holiday Party  

 

 

2022 Upcoming Events  

 

 

• February 2, 2022, at 6:00pm - United Way for Southeastern 

Michigan works every day to foster communities where all 

households are stable, and every child thrives. A well-known part of 

this work is providing direct support to families in crisis to help them 

on the path to stability and prosperity. Nearly 40 percent of 

Southeastern Michigan households live at an income level below the 

basic survivability threshold, and many families are one crisis away 

from complete financial collapse. 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=eab33b6e07&e=fc49529d46


 

• Join in and experience our Cost of Living simulation to understand 

what difficult decisions families must make. This digital empathy-

building tool engages participants to experience current community 

issues through simulated life events -- including housing shortages, 

rising childcare costs, and food insecurity-- while learning about 

United Way's role to improve them. 

• March – to be determined 

  

 

 

• April 13 at 6 p.m., join Oakland University President, Ora Hirsch 

Pescovitz, at Meadow Brook Hall to learn how Oakland University is 

navigating the current challenges in higher education. We will also 

hear from Madelyn Rzadkowolski, Curator, who will share about the 

life of Matilda Dodge Wilson, a self-made, modern woman of the 20th 

century, whose generosity established Oakland University. We will 

conclude with an opportunity to walk through the breathtaking 

mansion.  

If you would like to check out holidays at Meadow Brook 

visit  meadowbrookhall.org/holidays for information about the Holiday Walk 

and the inaugural Winter Wonder Lights!  

• May – to be determined 

• June – to be determined 

• July & August - Dine Arounds in the summer months 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=2e7806ce14&e=fc49529d46


 

• September – Michigan American Red Cross:  a face-to-face meeting 

with dinner and make “comfort kits” for people in need 

• October – The Parade Company – a chance to go behind the scenes to 

see how it all comes together, including a peek at the floats 

• November – The Henry Ford Museum Glass Gallery – a new 

experience at the new gallery 

• December – Holiday Party at Linda Schlesinger- White’s home 

 

 

 

News & Member Sharing:  

 

  

 

Every five years since 1997, Crain's has named a list of Michigan’s most 

influential women in business, public policy, entrepreneurship, nonprofits and 

higher education who have used their power to make measurable differences in 

their field, their companies, their communities and the region and 

state.  Nominations came from these women's peers, from past honorees, from 

Crain's readers, reporters and editors. The final list was selected by top 



 

newsroom leadership based on the significance of their contributions and 

specific stories of real influence and impact. 

 

Huge congratulations to 22 IWF Michigan members named to the 

distinguished Crain's 2021 100 Most Influential Women: 

   

Jocelyn Benson 

Fay Beydoun 

Denise Brooks-Williams 

Carolyn Cassin  

Debbie Dingell 

Marla Drutz 

Byrna Elliott 

Pam Fletcher 

Ellen Hill Zeringue 

Ora Hirsch Pescovitz 

Denise Ilitch 

Tricia Keith 

LaJune Montgomery Tabron 

Faye Nelson 

Mariam Noland 

Anne Parsons 

Sandy Pierce 

Suzanne Shank 

Lashinda Stair 

Robin Terry 

Deborah Wahl 

Carla Walker-Miller 

 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=35ad82dec5&e=fc49529d46


 

 

"On October 28, it was my honor and pleasure to host a virtual Dine-Around as 

part of the IWF Virtual World Leadership Conference and Gala taking place in 

November.  It was a wonderful evening and I truly enjoyed the group and the 

fellowship we shared.  We had participants from the following locations: 

Australia, Montreal, Toronto, Seattle, North Carolina (2), Pittsburgh, San 

Francisco and Dearborn.  The nine ladies enjoyed sharing their 

backgrounds/experiences and as always, there were areas where some 

common interests prompted some follow up connections.  The hope is that the 

conferences going forward will be back to in-person dine-arounds, however, I 

believe the virtual events have served IWF well."  Donna Inch  

 



 

 

Butzel attorney Beth S. Gotthelf is a recipient of the National Association for 

Surface Finishing (NASF) Award of Merit. The award was presented during 

the National SUR/FIN Manufacturing & Technology Conference and Trade 

Show on November 22 

  

Gotthelf has served as general counsel to the Michigan Chapter of the 

National Association of Surface Finishers since 1990 and Vice President 

since 2019. She has counselled the association and its members on a wide 

variety of issues throughout the years providing solid, practical and timely 

insight on ever changing regulations and of late, COVID issues. She also 

has guided members through the many challenging PFAS impacts in the 

facility, air, wastewater, stormwater, and soil, not to mention the financial 

challenges.  

  

Gotthelf is Butzel’s Director of Innovation and External Relations, Co-Chair of 

the Energy & Sustainability Practice, and Co-Chair of the Aerospace & 

Defense industry team.  

 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=520571620c&e=fc49529d46
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Rochelle Riley is hosting a making station at 3 p.m. Sunday, December 12 

for women to honor their late mothers. At the station, participants will create 

packets to be added to the The Healing Memorial that the Detroit Office of 

Arts, Culture and Entrepreneurship (Detroit ACE) commissioned in 

partnership with the Detroit Riverfront Conservancy. Cranbrook Art Museum 

and the TCF Center. The memorial is a huge art installation at the center 

featuring small cloth pouches made by thousands of Metro Detroit residents 

filled with a note, photo or memento in memory of a lost loved one (pictured 

below). 

 

The packets were made, or can be made, at making stations or at home. 

Thousands more packets will be added to the memorial through next 

summer.  See these stories for more information:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7ix2aXzvgk 

https://www.npr.org/2021/08/26/1031193089/the-healing-memorial-in-detroit-

supports-collective-covid-grief 

To participate, email rochelleriley1619@gmail.com.  

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=3f05524dbb&e=fc49529d46
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mailto:rochelleriley1619@gmail.com


  

 

 

 

Donna Inch has joined the Board of Directors at the Piston Group, and also 

will serve on the Audit Committee.  The Piston Group is a privately owned 

investment platform and tier 1 automotive supplier.   

 



 

 

 

 

Photojournalist and author, Linda Solomon, interviews noted Detroit women in 

journalism, including, Anne Doyle, for a recent Sunday feature in The Detroit 

Free Press.  They discuss Katie Couric’s controversial new memoir.  Ms. Couric 

describes how mentoring other women “sometimes felt like self - sabotage. The 

noted female journalists in Detroit describe how their careers are very different 

from Katie’s. 

 

They ALL share the importance of mentoring other women and the famous 

women who have generously guided their careers. The iconic Diana Lewis was 

mentored by Barbara Walters from the time she was a college 

sophomore. Karen Drew of WDIV was mentored by Oprah.  It’s all about 

sisterhood!!  

 

 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=7c1a6e2d0d&e=fc49529d46
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Roz Cooperman is organizing three signature events a year in order to 

create awareness for organizations making a difference. Pictured above is 

the first organization she featured; a wonderful opportunity to organize a 

Woman 2 Woman wine tasting in order to introduce guests to The Sparrow 

Freedom Project. "We focused on their mission to save victims from human 

trafficking as they help to restore health, dignity and education to those 

trafficked. It was a powerful evening hearing from survivors. More to come!" 

said Roz.   

 

 

Long-time Forum member, Dr. Lorna Thomas, is the new Medical Director 

at "FACE", a woman-owned, medspa in Bingham Farms, on Telegraph just 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=b84e49aa26&e=fc49529d46
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north of 13 Mile Road.  Lorna says that the 50+ lasers and other energy-

based devices will address just about any condition associated with aging, 

including skin tightening, body sculpting and correction of dyspigmentation 

(dark spots).  Fillers and neuromodulators (Botox) may be added if 

needed.   "And the facials...are fabulous," says Dr. Lorna!    

 

 

 

Vernice Anthony writes, "Sharing my newest grandbaby!  Nia 

Elizabeth  Anthony, Born Oct. 26, 2021,  7lbs 10 oz   20”  Nia makes #5 

grands for me. My heart just got a whole lot bigger,❤️"  

 

 



 

Carla Walker-Miller, Founder and CEO, Walker-Miller Energy Services, was 

named Woman Business Owner of the Year by the National Association of 

Women Business Owners (NAWBO). This award recognizes and rewards an 

entrepreneur who excels at strategy, operations, finances, problem solving, 

overcoming adversity, and giving back to her community.  The honor was 

presented during NAWBO’s National Women’s Business Conference (WBC) 

Annual Gala.    

  

 

 

The new IWF global database and website platform will no longer provide 

Chapter rosters in pdf format to be downloaded. This is related to GDPR 

(General Data Protection Regulation) and other privacy policies to protect 

members’ information. Hence, the periodic IWF-Michigan Membership pdf 

rosters provided in the past are no longer accessible.  For individual member 

information, members are asked to log into the IWF website and go to the 

Member Roster page.  Scroll to the bottom of the Newsletter to find 

instructions.  Thank you.    

 

  

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=5c81062b80&e=fc49529d46


 

As president of the Chicago Forum, I would like to personally invite you and 

your local forum members to attend our annual Signature Event on 

International Women’s Day, March 8, 2022, in Chicago. We would love to host 

you and your forum members for this in-person event. See below for details. I 

hope to see you all in person in the near future.  

 

  

 

IWF Chicago’s Signature Event IWF Chicago invites members across the globe 

to celebrate Women Who Make a Difference on International Women's Day. 

We are proud to host a fireside chat with April Ryan, the only black reporter 

covering urban issues from the White House. Join us at the Four Seasons 

Chicago for an evening of meaningful connection and inspiration. 

  

I hope that you and your members will be able to attend these events. 

  

All the best, 

Kristen Prinz  
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This is a  reminder that you might need to create a new password as IWF has 

revamped their website.  Please follow the directions below to access the numerous 

benefits.  

 

 

Your new Member Portal, 

IWF Connect, is live 
Activate your exclusive connection to the global IWF membership now! 

Explore IWF Connect  
  
IWF Connect Gives You Private Access To:  
  
Member Roster, lookup and connect with over 7,500 IWF members from 33 countries  
 
Latest News, stay informed about the IWF community 
 
Program Passport, review your itinerary of upcoming events locally & globally 
 
Mentorship & Speaking Opportunities, share your experience with the next generation of 
women leaders 
 
Thought Leadership Library, explore IWF virtual sessions, conference recordings, podcast 
episodes and blog posts   
 
Resources, discover everything you need to support your experience at IWF  
You can only access the benefits of IWF Connect by activating your profile on the member 
portal. 
 

Watch this video for details on the power of IWF Connect and how to get 
started. 
   

   

Login Instructions  

1. Click this link: www.connect-iwforum.org/s/login/ 
2. Click “Reset or Create My Password”, located under the orange Log In button 
3. Insert your Username, which is the email address associated with your account + 

.iwf (for example email@email.com.iwf) 
4. You will receive an email with a link to setup your password. Click the link, insert your 

new password, and explore the member portal. 

   

 

 

 

2021 IWF Michigan Board of Directors 
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Upcoming IWF Global Conferences: 

  

There are two global conferences each year with outstanding content and women leaders 

from all over the world in attendance. Each Fall IWF global members gather in North 

American (US or Canada), and each spring on another continent.   



 

 

We encourage all our members to attend a global conference. Because this year’s global 

conference is virtual, it is easier (and more cost-effective!) than ever to experience the 

richness of this Global Sisterhood you are now part of.  

• IWF Wellness Retreat - February 9-10, 2022 

• Santiago, Chile - 2022 IWF Cornerstone Conference – May 17-219, 2022 

• Las Vegas, NV - IWF World Leadership Conference - November 1-3, 2022 

• Detroit, MI - World Leadership Conference - October 4-6,,2023 

• New York - 2024 World Leadership Conference – May 15-17, 2024 

• Seattle, Washington - 2025 IWF World Leadership Conference - May 21-23, 

2025 

 

 

 

Reminders: 

Newsletter items are due by the 15th of the month prior to publication.  Please 

keep submissions to no more than two short paragraphs. Email: 

pdalrick@comcast.net  
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