
  

 

 

IWF members are trailblazers, innovators, and influencers united to advance 

 women’s leadership and champion global gender equity. 

   

At IWF, we are committed to advancing women’s leadership globally and 

locally. We champion equality worldwide. 

 https://www.iwforum.org/about_us_overview  

 

    

 

   

  

President's Message:   

 

Dear IWF Sisters, 

 

March was a month of both sadness and joy – IWF Member Anne Parsons lost 

her battle with cancer this past week – a life well lived and a fearless leader in 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=b903b8cc98&e=fc49529d46
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the Detroit arts community.   We will all miss her.  And Dottie Deremo’s tragic 

loss of her daughter leaves all of us all trying to make sense of this world.   I 

know we’ll all seek solace with each other, never forgetting the impact of 

Anne’s life on our community and being with Dottie as she and her family grieve 

this loss.  But as you can see from this newsletter, there is still much to be 

joyful about and look forward to.  We congratulate Kathleen McCann, Kerry 

Duggan and Leslie Murphy who were all honored this past month.  In April, we’ll 

be gathering at Meadowbrook with Ora Pescovitz, and honoring our own Carla 

Walker Miller on May 12.  Please find time to listen in on April 26 as Deborah 

Wahl speaks to our Ohio and Michigan IWF chapters about the future of electric 

vehicles.  Our strength comes from each other so take advantage of this 

incredible group of women as we journey together through the sorrows and the 

joys of life.  

  

Summer is just around the corner, and there is much to look forward to – Your 

Membership committee has been hard at work with 54 outstanding applications 

for membership under consideration.  Mary Kramer and Faye Nelson will have 

an exciting update about the 2023 Global Conference being held here in Detroit 

and we’re planning summer picnics and dine arounds to be together.  

  

Spring is coming, I promise! 

 

Carolyn  

 

 

 

2022 Upcoming Events  

 

 

  



 

 

• April 13 at 6 p.m. - Join Oakland University President, Ora Hirsch 

Pescovitz, at Meadow Brook Hall to learn how Oakland University is 

navigating the current challenges in higher education. We will also hear 

from Madelyn Rzadkowolski, Curator, who will share about the life of 

Matilda Dodge Wilson, a self-made, modern woman of the 20th century, 

whose generosity established Oakland University. We will conclude with 

an opportunity to walk through the breathtaking 

mansion.   Admission:  Members Free; Guests $60.00.   

April 13 RSVP  

 

• May 4 at 6 pm – (Virtual) The IWF Michigan Chapter Economic Equity 

Work Group is pleased to welcome Ms. Anika Goss, Detroit Future City 

President and CEO.  Ms. Goss will present insights regarding  “The 

State of Economic Equity Detroit.”  This study by Detroit Future City 

discusses causation for the economic inequities by race and gender in 

Detroit.  A reaction panel of IWF members will engage in stimulating 

discussion following the presentation.  

• June meeting—Plan to join us for a New Member Picnic as a wonderful 

event to get to know our incoming new IWF members.  We also will hear 

an update from co-chairs Faye Nelson and Mary Kramer regarding 
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exciting plans for the 2023 IWF International Conference hosted by our 

chapter. 

• July & August - Dine Arounds in the summer months  

• September- American Red Cross Midwest Region led by Mary Lynn 

Foster (in-person) 

• October 5 at 6 pm- The Parade Company Event (in person) 

• November  - The Henry Ford Museum (in-person)  

• December – Holiday Party at Linda Schlesinger-White’s home 

 

  

 

 

April 26 @ 5:00 – 6:00 DST,  Deborah Wahl, General Motors Global Chief 

Marketing Officer, Global Marketing Organization, will speak virtually with IWF Ohio 

and Michigan about electric vehicles.  IWF Michigan members are invited to join the 

Ohio Forum members for this virtual event.  If you wish to attend, please email 

IWF OH President, Carol McGuire, and she will include you on the Zoom 

invite.  Carol’s email is carol@camcguire.com.  She can also be reached at 614-946-

3155.  P.S. Please let Carol know if anyone has an electric vehicle! 

mailto:carol@camcguire.com


 

 

Michigan Women Forward is honoring one of our own -- Carla Walker Miller 

with the Woman of Achievement and Courage Award this year!  Please save 

the date for the 2022 Detroit WomanUp & Celebrate! luncheon on May 12 from 

11:45-1:00pm at the Ford Experience Center. This award celebrates the 

personal and professional accomplishments of outstanding women in Michigan. 

Proceeds from this event support MWF’s programs to expand economic 

opportunity for women and girls throughout our state. We hope you will join us 

for the most inspiring lunch hour you’ll have this year!   

 

 

News & Member Sharing:  

 

 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=589b334207&e=fc49529d46


 

 

Denise Lewis was honored by the Michigan Chronicle on March 31 with the 

2022 Lifetime Achievement Award part of the Women of Excellence 

celebration.  The Chronicle recognized Denise for her contributions to 

leadership at the Honigman law firm and her achievements in the real estate 

arena.  

 

 



 

On March 25, Beyond Basics, a nonprofit literacy organization, hosted its 

annual Coming Together for Children event . The event raised $220,000 to 

help meet the organization’s goal of helping local students read at grade 

level, which paves the way to an equitable society by allowing children to 

access their education and pursue their dreams. The event honored Literacy 

Chair Award recipient Kathleen McCann. Congratulations!   

 

 

Kerry Duggan was honored as one of 2022 Crain's Detroit Notable Leaders 

in Sustainability! 

  

Kerry Duggan is the CEO of SustainabiliD, woman-owned, service-disabled 

veteran operated, Detroit-based diverse small business working with 

gamechangers to equitably solve the climate crisis. She is also a founding 

director University of Michigan’s SEAS Sustainability Clinic and serves on 

the Department of  Department of Energy’s prestigious Secretary of Energy 

Advisory Board under Secretary Jennifer Granholm and Governor Gretchen 

Whitmer's Michigan’s Council on Climate Solutions. 



 

  

Read more about Duggan's leadership in the fight against the climate crisis 

here: https://www.crainsdetroit.com/awards/notable-leaders-sustainability.   

 

 

 

Leslie Murphy was honored by United Way with a “2022 Woman of 

Influence Award” at their annual summit to benefit early childhood in the 

region on March 4, 2022, to celebrate International Women's Day.  The 

Women of Influence Award honors and recognizes women in our community 

whose contributions in volunteerism, advocacy, and philanthropy build a 

positive legacy of influence in Southeastern Michigan region.    

 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=4b26e4d0b4&e=fc49529d46


 

Elaine Didier is pleased to share news of a recent Rotary District 6380 

program in honor of the 35th anniversary of the 1987 Supreme Court 

decision to admit women to Rotary.  The district presented a virtual program 

on March 24:  InspireX  – The Impact of Women in Rotary in recognition of 

the many contributions of women to Rotary. 

  

The program included speakers knowledgeable about the Supreme Court 

decision, along with a short video of news commentary from 1987, and then 

Rotary International’s formal vote to admit women in 1989.  These include 

comments from men for and against the decision, and a very humorous clip 

featuring the wife of a Rotarian, who was concerned about the risks of 

women having breakfast or lunch with the male members! 

  



 

Check out “Women in Rotary - EN” from Rotary International on Vimeo 

at https://vimeo.com/87618518 

  

The program speakers included the first woman president of any club (Dr. 

Sylvia Whitlock), the first woman District Governor (Virginia Nordby, then a 

senior administrator at UM), and Jennifer Jones of Windsor, who is the first 

woman ever elected President of Rotary International! 

  

As one of the first five inductees (1988) into the Ann Arbor Rotary Club, the 

largest in Michigan, and then the first woman president of the that club in 

1993-94, Elaine was invited to join a small team planning this event.  

 ########   

As a member of the Board of the Library of Michigan Foundation, Elaine is 

also involved in planning an event coming up on April 30, Night for 

Notables, which features outstanding books published by Michigan authors.   

 

 

The event will be held at the Library 

of Michigan in Lansing and will 

feature three years of honorees due 

to cancellation of the event for the 

past two years due to COVID.  

 

Among the honorees attending is our 

own Linda Solomon, who was 

selected in 2020 for her book, The 

Queen Next Door: Aretha Franklin, 

An Intimate Portrait.  Click Here for 

more information regarding the 2022 

Night for Notables celebration  
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Congratulations to Beth Ardisana who was prominently featured in this 

recent Politicol article on the importance of getting more women on 

corporate boards.  

 

 

Congratulations to Carla Walker-Miller, Founder and CEO of Walker-Miller 

Energy Services, for receiving the Michigan Women Forward Woman of 

Achievement and Courage Award. After an 18-year corporate career in 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=ebf12a9073&e=fc49529d46


 

technical sales, Carla reinvented her company during the height of the 

recession, successfully pivoting from electrical transmission and distribution 

equipment sales to the rapidly growing energy efficiency industry. She has 

molded Walker-Miller into one of the largest African American and woman 

owned energy waste reduction companies in the country. She also has led 

the industry in workforce treatment, instituting a $15.00 per hour minimum 

wage; hiring only those who embrace the company’s culture of kind 

excellence; and adopting second-chance policies that give previously 

incarcerated citizens fair opportunities for employment. She also is a 

champion of diversity and inclusion and a mentor to small-business owners.   

 

Carla Walker-Miller is also proud to announce Walker-Miller Energy Services 

(Walker-Miller) Certified B Corporation status. Awarded by the nonprofit B Lab, 

the certification assesses a company’s ability to meet and maintain rigorous 

standards of social and environmental performance, accountability, and 

transparency. “We are honored to be a part of an expansive network of over 

4000 Certified B Corporations in more than 70 countries and over 150 

industries – leaders in the global movement for an inclusive, equitable, and 

regenerative economy,” states Carla. 

“From employee benefits and charitable giving to supply chain practices and 

input materials, becoming a Certified B Corporation is a designation that further 

solidifies and supports truth in Walker-Miller’s mantra: Empowering People 

Enriching Communities.” 

 

 



 

 

Laurie Horiszny reports that scuba diving, bird and whale watching, and 

snorkeling off Grand Turk in the Turks and Caicos Islands comprised a 

wonderful break from winter in early March. The whole Motor City Scuba 

entourage is pictured. Laurie is in the center wearing Scuba Pro, her 

husband, Chuck, is behind her, and their son, Ross, his wife and his mother-

in-law are left of her in the photo, with his father-in-law at the far left. The 

mission was to certify the in-laws as open water scuba divers and to see 

humpback whales. It took some effort and patience, but success reigned all 

around..   

 

 

 

 

Roz Lullove Cooperman pictured on a Zoom call with Rabbi Michael 

Schudrich, Chief Rabbi of Poland, to discuss a multitude of humanitarian needs 

in assisting traumatized  refugees arriving in Warsaw. "As they leave their 



 

homes, saying goodbye to loved ones before crossing the border into Poland, 

the future is uncertain," writes Roz. "They only have time to grab documents 

with little or no money. Suitcases are left at the train platform making room for 

more people to board. Help is provided on a 24/7 to people who have lost 

everything as the crisis increases. To quote the Rabbi, "We help All God's 

creations." 

  

If members wish to make a donation for necessities required for women, 

children and the elderly, contact Roz via email roz@rozcooperman.com or 

call 248.346.1293.  

 

 

 

 

"My daughter, Dara Munson, Chicago IWF sister, and former IWF Michigan 

sister, invited me to attend their “Women Who Make a Difference Signature 

Event” on March 8, in Chicago.  I was excited to meet their president, Kristen 

Prinz (center) and their guest speaker, April Ryan. White House 

Correspondent. I am so proud that Dara is a member of the Chicago IWF 

Board, and also chairs the Membership Committee," proudly states Vernice 

Anthony  

 

mailto:roz@rozcooperman.com


 

 

"I’ve had several IWF sisters reach out to see how I’m doing, so I wanted to 

give you all an update, and more importantly, say thank you. The chemo port 

was removed a couple of weeks ago, and I am cancer-free. It’s been a long 

couple of years between the COVID pandemic and being treated for Stage 3 

breast cancer. After more than a year of treatment, including several months 

of chemo, surgery, radiation, and immunotherapy, I finally feel like myself 

again. 

I am humbled and grateful for the love and support showed by my IWF 

sisters. Whether it was a card, a phone call, a care package, or a prayer it 

made a huge difference in my recovery. Thank you!" writes Saunteel 

Jenkins.   

 

 

This is a  reminder that you might need to create a new password as IWF has 

revamped their website.  Please follow the directions below to access the numerous 

benefits.  

 

Your new Member Portal, 

IWF Connect, is live 



 

Activate your exclusive connection to the global IWF membership now! 
Explore IWF Connect  

  
IWF Connect Gives You Private Access To:   

• Member Roster, lookup and connect with over 7,500 IWF members from 33 
countries  

• Latest News, stay informed about the IWF community 
• Program Passport, review your itinerary of upcoming events locally & globally 
• Mentorship & Speaking Opportunities, share your experience with the next 

generation of women leaders 
• Thought Leadership Library, explore IWF virtual sessions, conference recordings, 

podcast episodes and blog posts   
• Resources, discover everything you need to support your experience at IWF 

You can only access the benefits of IWF Connect by activating your profile on the member 
portal. 
   

   

Watch this video for details on the power of IWF Connect and how to get 
started 
   

   

Login Instructions  

1. Click this link: www.connect-iwforum.org/s/login/ 
2. Click “Reset or Create My Password”, located under the orange Log In button 
3. Insert your Username, which is the email address associated with your account + 

.iwf (for example email@email.com.iwf) 
4. You will receive an email with a link to setup your password. Click the link, insert your 

new password, and explore the member portal. 

   

 

 

 

2021 IWF Michigan Board of Directors 
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Upcoming IWF Global Conferences: 

  

There are two global conferences each year with outstanding content and women leaders 

from all over the world in attendance. Each Fall IWF global members gather in North 

American (US or Canada), and each spring on another continent.   



 

 

We encourage all our members to attend a global conference. Because this year’s global 

conference is virtual, it is easier (and more cost-effective!) than ever to experience the 

richness of this Global Sisterhood you are now part of.  

• Santiago, Chile - 2022 IWF Cornerstone Conference – May 17-19, 2022 

• Las Vegas, NV - IWF World Leadership Conference - November 1-3, 2022 

• Helsinki, Finland - IWF Cornerstone Conference - June 14-16, 2023 

• Detroit, MI - World Leadership Conference - October 4-6, 2023 

• New York - 2024 World Leadership Conference – May 15-17, 2024 

• Seattle, Washington - 2025 IWF World Leadership Conference - May 21-23, 

2025 

 

 

 

Reminders: 

Newsletter items are due by the 15th of the month prior to publication.  Please 

keep submissions to no more than two short paragraphs. Email: 

pdalrick@comcast.net  
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