
  

 

 

IWF members are trailblazers, innovators, and influencers united to advance 

 women’s leadership and champion global gender equity. 

   

At IWF, we are committed to advancing women’s leadership globally and 

locally. We champion equality worldwide. 

 https://www.iwforum.org/about_us_overview  

 

    

 

 

President's Message:  

    

 

Dear IWF sisters,  

 

Your mighty team of 13 attending the IWF the conference in Las Vegas is 

working hard to promote Detroit and the conference in 2023.  We are taking 

in every aspect of the current conference from the venue, entertainment, 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=6167f79148&e=fc49529d46
https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=115ce9ee79&e=fc49529d46


 

programs, ambiance and even the role of the Showgirls (photos to follow) 

and will bring back ideas and suggestions for our committees.  Mary and 

Faye are leading the charge and we can’t wait to share everything with 

you.  The buttons are a big hit and there seems to be a great deal of interest 

in coming to Detroit next year!!  Much more to come!  

 

Carolyn  

 

 

 

 

 

October 12 Event at The Parade Company  

Tony Michaels, President & CEO, The Parade Company, introduced us to 



 

his magical ParadeLand where we experienced a behind-the-scenes look at 

America’s Thanksgiving Parade® presented by Gardner-White. We learned 

about the Parade’s fascinating history, explored the 200,000 square-foot 

storyland of floats, and saw how their award-winning artisans bring them to life 

 

  

 

 

2022 Upcoming Events  

 

 

 

• November 16 at 6:00 pm - NEW DATE!!! - The Henry Ford Museum (in-

person) “Fueled by Passion” Racing Exhibit.  This new permanent exhibit 

features great stories of innovation in racing and the passionate individuals 

whose influence reaches into every aspect of our daily lives. It includes a 

must-see, heart-pumping short theater experience that will inspire you to 

follow your passion and pursue teamwork, take risks, learn from mistakes, 

and persevere through challenges in order to achieve your dreams. A brief 

curator led tour and the opportunity to drive a racing simulator will be part of 

this fun experience. The Racing exhibit is GM sponsored and hosted by 

Patricia Mooradian, President and CEO of The Henry Ford. Click Here 

To Register 

• December 7 @ 6pm – Holiday Party at Linda Schlesinger-Wagner’s 

home 

 

 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=b048bfdfc0&e=fc49529d46
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We are honoring Mary Kramer and hope we can get a nice contingent of the IWF 

members to be there to cheer her on.  

  

 

Ora Pescovitz, president of Oakland University, invites her IWF MI sisters 

to the dazzling Holidays at Meadow Brook events Holiday Walk and Winter 

Wonder Lights running from Nov. 25 through Dec. 30. By day, tour the historic 

mansion decked in holiday splendor and experience the wonder of over 50 

magnificent trees, trimmings and lights galore. By night, see the estate 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=fde845ca02&e=fc49529d46


 

illuminated with sparkling light installations inspired by the magnificent Meadow 

Brook Hall. The evening features concessions, bonfires and a special peek 

inside the mansion. Tickets and details are available 

at meadowbrookholidays.com. Experience part of Matilda Dodge Wilson’s legacy 

first hand by visiting her home, Meadow Brook Hall, now a National Historic 

Landmark located on the campus of Oakland University.     

 

 

 

Countdown to 2023 IWF Detroit Conference  

 

 

 

  

Faye Nelson and Mary Kramer, the co-chairs for the IWF global conference in 

Detroit next year, look forward to meeting with the IWF Michigan committee co-

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=5b7d7e0753&e=fc49529d46


 

chairs after the World Leadership Conference in Las Vegas. Fifteen members of 

the Michigan IWF chapter are attending, including our Dine-Around co-chairs 

Donna Inch and Saunteel Jenkins as well as the Closing Gala co-chair Mary 

Lynn Foster and Pop-Up Shops chair (and our chapter president!) Carolyn 

Cassin! 

  

IWF’s national leadership has said that attendance at the Las Vegas conference 

may offer a clue to what we might expect next fall in Detroit. At least 40 countries 

are represented! 

  

More next month – and at our holiday gathering in December!  

 

 

 

News & Member Sharing:  

 

 



  

 



 

 

Belle isle Conservancy luncheon October 13 IWF Table. Debbie Dingell And Ki Hammer we're there 
as well with us but had to leave early, wrote Carolyn Cassin.  
    

 

 



 

Kerry Duggan, CEO of SustainabiliD, spoke at the World Economic Forum in 

Detroit last month on a panel about reimagining public-private partnerships 

and sustainable urban development action.   

 

 

 

Patricia Maryland would like to share the engagement of her son, Dean 

Tekyi-Mensah, to Emily Yee. They will be getting married in July, 

2023.  Congratulations!  

 

https://comcast.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=536ccea8835b63c5ffe0985d3&id=39dbba9cae&e=fc49529d46
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Last month Suzanne Shank, co-founder and President and CEO of Siebert 

Williams Shank, was inducted into Michigan Minority Supplier Development 

Council Hall of Fame, class of 2022. This award honors individuals who have 

made significant contributions to minority communities in the state of 

Michigan, as well as across the nation.  

 

 

 

 

Anne Doyle invites you to hear “the rest of the story” about the incredible 

leadership legacy of Matilda Dodge Wilson, by listening to her POWER UP 

WOMEN podcast conversation with Madelyn Rzadkowlski, Director of Curatorial 



 

Services at Meadowbrook Hall. Dodge-Wilson’s country estate, now a National 

Historic Landmark, is just the tip of the iceberg of the accomplishments of one of 

the wealthiest and most powerful woman of the early 20th Century.  IWF MI 

members who attended the recent gathering hosted by Dr. Ora Pescovitz, 

president of Oakland University, discovered that the immigrant who rose to 

incredible heights was a legendary philanthropist, woman’s rights activist, and the 

first woman Lieutenant Governor of a state. You will find the episode wherever you 

get your podcasts or listen here through Anne’s website: Matilda Dodge Wilson & 

Meadowbrook Hall...The Rest of the Story | Anne Doyle Leadership  

 

 

 

 

Rochelle Riley returned to her old haunt to say a word about how we must 

stop living in Detroit's past and recognize the progress. "Talking about Detroit 

solely in terms of loss and decay is a mistake"  Detroit Free Press   
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This is a reminder that you might need to create a new password as IWF has 

revamped their website.  Please follow the directions below to access the 

numerous benefits.  

   

Member Portal -IWF Connect 
Activate your exclusive connection to the global IWF membership now 

  

IWF Connect Gives You Private Access To: IWF Connect     

• Member Roster, lookup and connect with over 7,500 IWF members from 

33 countries  

• Latest News, stay informed about the IWF community 

• Program Passport, review your itinerary of upcoming events locally & 

globally 

• Mentorship & Speaking Opportunities, share your experience with the 

next generation of women leaders 

• Thought Leadership Library, explore IWF virtual sessions, conference 

recordings, podcast episodes and blog posts   

• Resources, discover everything you need to support your experience at 

IWF 

 Login Instructions   

1. Click this link: https://www.connect-iwforum.org/s/login/?language=en_US 

2. Click “Reset or Create My Password”, located under the orange Log In 

button 

3. Insert your Username, which is the email address associated with your 

account + .iwf (for example email@email.com.iwf) 

4. You will receive an email with a link to setup your password. Click the link, 

insert your new password, and explore the member portal. 
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2022 IWF Michigan Board of Directors 
 

  

 

Upcoming IWF Global Conferences: 

  

There are two global conferences each year with outstanding content and women leaders from 



 

all over the world in attendance. Each Fall IWF global members gather in North American (US 

or Canada), and each spring on another continent.   

 

We encourage all our members to attend a global conference. Because this year’s global 

conference is virtual, it is easier (and more cost-effective!) than ever to experience the richness 

of this Global Sisterhood you are now part of.  

• Las Vegas, NV - IWF World Leadership Conference - November 1-3, 2022  

• Helsinki, Finland - IWF Cornerstone Conference - June 14-16, 2023 

• Detroit, MI - World Leadership Conference - October 4-6, 2023 

• New York - 2024 World Leadership Conference – May 15-17, 2024 

• Seattle, Washington - 2025 IWF World Leadership Conference - May 21-23, 2025 

 

 

 

Reminders: 

Newsletter items are due by the 15th of the month prior to publication.  Please keep 

submissions to no more than two short paragraphs. Email: pdalrick@comcast.net  
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